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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1960 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Borough  of  Stretford  for  the  year  1960. 

It  will  be  noted  that  this  report  unlike  its  predecessors  since 
the  introduction  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  in  1948 
contains  a  section  on  the  personal  health  services.  These 
services  previously  administered  by  the  Lancashire  County 
Council  through  its  Divisional  Health  Committee,  have  now 
along  with  certain  welfare  functions,  been  delegated  to  the 
Borough  Council  under  the  Local  Government  Act  of  1959. 
Since  the  appointed  day  for  assuming  responsibility  for  the 
administration  of  the  delegated  health  and  welfare  functions 
was  October  1st  1960  the  statistical  report  only  covers  the  last 
three  months  of  the  year,  and  it  is,  therefore,  difficult  to  offer 
any  worthwhile  comment  on  its  significance.  I  feel,  therefore, 
that  most  of  the  observations  that  one  would  normally  make 
on  such  important  services  must  wait  until  delegation  has 
been  operating  over  a  full  year  at  least. 

The  transference  of  the  delegated  functions  from  the 
Divisional  Health  Committee  to  the  Borough  Council  has 
been  made  very  much  easier  than  it  might  have  been  by  the 
extremely  good  co-operation  of  all  concerned,  and  the  good 
relations  which  exist  between  the  County  Council  as  Local 
Health  Authority  and  the  County  district  areas  at  both  mem¬ 
ber,  and  officer  level.  In  addition  to  the  good  relationship 
which  exists  at  all  levels  between  the  Authorities  concerned 
it  should  be  appreciated  that  the  establishment  of  what  is 
virtually  a  new  department  within  the  Town  Hall  was  greatly 
facilitated  by  the  fact  that  the  existing  divisional  health 
scheme,  as  operated  by  the  County  Council,  gives  a  con¬ 
siderable  degree  of  “  free  and  unfettered  ”  delegation  to 
divisional  health  committees,  and  this  of  course  made  the 
transition  very  much  easier. 
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The  setting  up  of  a  completely  new  administrative  staff 
has  not  been,  however,  without  its  teething  troubles,  not  least 
of  them  being  the  recruitment  of  personnel,  and  it  is  only 
recently,  more  than  six  months  after  the  appointed  day  that 
all  established  posts  were  filled.  This  deficiency  of  staff  threw 
an  extra  burden  on  all  workers  within  the  department  who 
have  also  had  to  cope  with  inadequate  accommodation  and  I 
am  extremely  grateful  for  the  willing  and  cheerful  way  they 
have  met  these  difficulties. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  at  the  time  of  writing  further 
office  accommodation  is  about  to  be  made  available  to  the 
department,  which  will  improve  working  conditions,  and 
increase  efficiency. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Populatian 

The  Registrar-General  estimates  the  population  of  the 
Borough  of  Stretford  at  mid-year  1960  at  61,460  compared 
with  an  estimate  of  61,550  for  the  previous  year.  The  census 
population  of  1951  was  61,874. 

Birth  Rate 

The  number  of  live  birth  registered  during  the  year  was 
1,054  of  which  545  were  male  and  509  female,  giving  a  birth 
rate  of  16.3  per  thousand  of  the  population.  The  birth  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  for  the  year  was  17.1  per  thousand  of  the 
population. 

Of  the  1,054  live  births  81  were  illegitimate  giving  a  ratio 
of  illegitimate  to  legitimate  births  of  1  to  13.  This  is  an 
increase  over  the  previous  year  when  the  ratio  was  1  to  15, 
and  is  the  highest  recorded  number  of  illegitimate  births 
within  the  Borough  since  1946. 

The  number  of  still  births  recorded  was  25  giving  a  still 
birth  rate  per  thousand  total  births  of  23.2. 

Death  Rate 

The  death  rate  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population 
was  13.8  which  is  exactly  the  same  as  the  rate  for  1959.  During 
the  year  709  deaths  were  registered,  375  males  and  334 
females. 

The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1960  was  11.5 
per  thousand. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  statistical  table  listing  the  causes 
of  death  cardio-vascular  disease  and  cancer  were  the  main 
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fatal  diseases.  Of  the  cardio-vascular  diseases  by  far  the  most 
important  is  coronary  thrombosis  which,  during  the  year 
under  review  was  responsible  for  118  deaths,  77  of  them  male. 
The  seriousness  of  this  disease  is  emphasised  when  it  is 
appreciated  that  one  sixth  of  the  total  deaths  in  the  Borough 
were  due  to  coronary  disease,  and  that  a  large  proportion  of 
those  who  died  were  between  the  ages  of  45  and  65  years.  It 
is  obvious  that  coronary  disease  is  now  one  of  the  greatest 
unsolved  problems  facing  preventive  medicine,  and  requires 
further  intensive  study  if  even  a  partial  answer  is  going  to  be 
found.  The  results  from  successful  research  in  this  field  would 
be  so  great  that  a  vastly  increased  expenditure  in  time  and 
money  is  obviously  justified. 

Cancer  of  the  respiratory  system  was  responsible  for  a  total 
of  41  deaths,  thirty-five  of  which  were  male.  This  site 
accounted  for  approximately  one  third  of  all  deaths  from 
cancer  registered  during  the  year,  and  is  a  further  indication, 
if  any  is  needed,  for  a  continuing  effort  to  present  to  the  public 
the  increasing  gravity  of  the  position  as  far  as  this  disease  is 
concerned.  That  it  is  a  preventable  disease,  there  would  appear 
to  be  no  doubt,  but  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  convince  the 
heavy  cigarette  smoker  of  the  serious  risk  he  or  she  runs  by 
continuing  to  consume  large  quantities  of  cigarette  tobacco. 
Most  smokers  are  only  too  willing  to  adopt  an  ostrich-like 
attitude  to  the  statistical  evidence  available  on  the  subject, 
and  grasp  at  the  straws  so  frequently  presented  to  them 
chiefly  from  sources  with  vested  interests. 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

There  were  two  maternal  deaths  during  the  year  giving  a 
maternal  mortality  rate  of  1.85  per  thousand  total  births. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  1960  shows  another  upward 
swing  and,  at  36.1  per  thousand  live  births  is  well  above  the 
national  average  for  England  and  Wales  which  was  21.7  per 
thousand  births.  A  study  of  the  table  in  the  report  will  show 
that  there  is  considerable  fluctuation  in  the  infant  mortality 
rate  from  year  to  year.  Nevertheless,  it  is  a  little  disturbing  to 
find  that  during  the  past  six  years  it  has  been  greater  than  the 
average  for  England  and  Wales. 

Of  the  38  children  under  the  age  of  one  who  died  during  the 
year  21  died  during  the  first  month  of  life,  and  this  would 
seem  to  indicate  that  there  is  still  considerable  room  for  im¬ 
provement  in  the  ante-natal  care  of  the  expectant  mother.  If 
this  is  one  of  the  major  causes  of  the  high  neo-natal  mortality 
rate  I  think  that  it  is  a  fair  assumption  that  it  is  chiefly  due 
to  the  expectant  mother  not  seeking  the  appropriate  help  at 
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the  right  time,  since  the  ante-natal  services  in  the  area  are  of 
a  high  order  and  considerable  work  has  gone  into  the  co¬ 
ordination  of  the  Hospital,  General  Practitioner  and  Local 
Authority  services  during  the  last  few  years. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

For  the  ninth  successive  year  no  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred 
in  the  Borough,  a  striking  testimony  to  the  immunisation 
campaign  against  this  disease.  To  maintain  this  absolute 
degree  of  protection  against  this  lethal  disease  it  is  essential 
that  a  high  immunity  index  is  maintained,  and  therefore  there 
must  be  no  slackening  in  the  efforts  by  all  concerned  to  see 
that  every  child  is  fully  protected  . 

A  new  schedule  of  immunisation  and  vaccination  pro¬ 
cedures  has  been  adopted  in  order  to  keep  the  number  of 
injections  to  a  minimum,  consistent  with  adequate  protection 
against  those  diseases  which  are  known  to  be  the  most 
dangerous.  All  children  ought  to  be  safeguarded  against 
Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis 
during  that  first  year  of  life  and  this,  of  course,  can  be  easily 
arranged  either  by  the  family  practitioner,  or  through  the 
Local  Authority  Child  Welfare  centre. 

There  were  no  confirmed  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis 
during  the  year,  which  means  that  there  have  been  two  suc¬ 
cessive  years  without  a  known  case.  Since  this  has  happened 
previously  during  the  years  1954-55  before  mass  immunisa¬ 
tion  against  the  disease  was  introduced,  it  is  obviously  a  little 
too  early  to  attribute  this  freedom  from  the  disease  to  the 
immunisation  campaign  which  has  been  so  intensive  during 
the  past  few  years. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  from  the  evidence  avail¬ 
able  from  many  parts  of  the  world  that  the  vaccine  being  used 
against  this  disease  gives  a  high  degree  of  protection  against 
this  crippling  disease. 

Open  evening  vaccination  clinics  for  the  benefit  of  adults 
are  still  being  conducted,  but  the  response  from  the  public  is 
a  somewhat  erratic  one,  and  is  governed  primarily  by  some 
local  or  national  incident  with  its  consequent  publicity.  This 
makes  organisation  extremely  difficult  since  a  steady  flow  is 
much  easier  to  deal  with  than  succeeding  high  waves  inter¬ 
spaced  with  deep  troughs  of  apathy. 

The  improvement  in  the  incidence  and  dath  rate  from 
Tuberculosis  continues.  There  were  31  cases  of  respiratory 
tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year  and  one  case  of  non- 
respiratory  disease.  This  is  less  than  half  the  average  number 
of  notifications  received  ten  years  ago,  and  there  is  a  corre- 
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spending  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  this  disease  is  no  longer  the  major  scourge  that  it 
was  not  so  long  ago,  and  that  it  can  be  completely  conquered  in 
the  years  ahead,  but  it  has  unfortunately  been  replaced  as  a 
major  killing  disease  by  Cancer  of  the  lung,  which  as  stated 
earlier  in  this  report  is  the  disease  which  in  this  field  requires 
an  all  out  effort  by  all  workers. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  some  progress  is  now  being  made 
in  establishing  smoke  control  areas  under  the  Clean  Air  Act, 
within  the  Borough.  Although  there  still  seems  to  be  a  fair 
amount  of  opposition,  in  certain  quarters,  to  this  health  giving 
procedure,  at  least  organised  opposition  appears  to  have  been 
overcome  to  such  an  extent  as  to  allow  a  start  to  be  made  in 
getting  rid  of  domestic  smoke.  The  arguments  for  and  against 
this  health  measure  were  dealt  with  at  considerable  length 
in  last  year’s  report  and  do  not  require  to  be  repeated. 

HOUSING 

The  system  of  dealing  with  applications  for  re-housing  on 
medical  grounds  whereby  a  confidential  report  is  received  by 
your  medical  officer  of  health  from  the  family  doctor  of  the 
applicant,  has  worked  well  during  the  year  and  I  am  grateful 
for  the  co-operation  I  have  received  from  the  medical 
practitioners,  in  the  area. 

During  the  year  152  cases  were  dealt  with  of  which  106  or 
69  per  cent,  warranted  some  degree  of  priority  on  health 
grounds.  The  numebr  of  families  approved  for  re-housing 
during  the  year  on  health  grounds  was  58. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of 
the  help  I  have  received  from  the  staff  of  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  throughout  the  year  and  in  the  preparation  of  this 
report. 

Last,  but  by  no  means  least,  to  you  Mr.  Chairman  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Health  Committee,  I  offer  my  most  sincere  thanks 
for  your  encouragement,  kindliness  and  forbearance  during 
the  year. 

I  have  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WM.  SHARPE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 

STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR 
THE  YEAR  1960 

Area  (Statute  Acres) . 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 


mid- 1960  61,460 

(Census,  1951)  61,874 

(Census,  1931)  56,791 


Number  of  Inhabitated  Dwellings  (end  of  1960), 


according  to  Rate  Books  (estimated)  .  18,632 

Number  of  Inhabited  Dwellings  (Census,  1951) .  17,321 

Persons  per  acre  .  17.41 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (Census, 

1951)  19,445 

Rateable  Value  .  £1,133,618 

Product  of  Id.  Rate .  £4,558 


VITAL  STATISTICS  BASED  ON  THE  NET  BIRTHS 
AND  DEATHS  AFTER  CORRECTION  FOR  INWARD 
AND  OUTWARD  TRANSFERS  AS  FURNISHED  BY 
THE  REGISTRAR-GENERAL 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births  ^  Legitimate 

498 

475 

973 

ove  j^irins  ^  illegitimate  . 

47 

34 

81 

Total 

.  545 

509 

1054 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  resident  popu¬ 
lation  (adjusted) .  16.3 

Still  Births  .  25 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births .  23.2 

Deaths .  709 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  (adjusted)  .  13.8 


The  crude  death  rate  of  11.5  per  1,000  population,  after 
adjustment  by  the  use  of  the  comparability  factor  of  1.20 
supplied  by  the  Registrar-General,  gives  a  death  rate  of  13.8 
per  1,000,  which  is  statistically  comparable  with  the  death 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  11.5  per  1,000. 
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Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion  2 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  1.85 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  36.1 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  32.89 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births  73.10 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  4  weeks  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births .  19.9 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1  week  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  19.0 

All  infants  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  41.7 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) .  130 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  — 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  — 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  Gastritis  and  Enteritis  4 

The  above  statistical  rates  are  based  on  a  population  of 
61,460  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  at  the  middle 
of  1960. 


Page  Ten 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1960 
Registrar-General’s  Classification. 


1 .  Tuberculosis,  respiratory . . . 


2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

•  t  •  •  •  • 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease  . . . 

•  •  •  ♦  •  • 

4. 

Diphtheria . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

8. 

Measles  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . . . 

11. 

)> 

lung,  bronchus 

12. 

»»  55 

breast 

13. 

55  55 

uterus 

14. 

55  55 

(other  sites) 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia . 

16. 

Diabetes  . 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina . 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease . . . 

20.  Other  heart  disease  . 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease . 

22.  Influenza . 

23.  Pneumonia . 

24.  Bronchitis . 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis . 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate . 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents . 

34.  All  other  accidents  . 

35.  Suicide  . 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

All  causes 


Males  Females 
2  1 

1  1 


2 

8 

35 


31 

1 

2 

37 

77 

6 

36 

24 

3 

13 

34 

2 

8 

2 

2 

3 

3 

23 

8 

5 

7 


1 

8 

6 

11 

5 

26 

2 

47 

41 

9 

62 

23 

2 

19 

17 

3 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

23 

5 

9 

3 


375  334 

- y - * 

709 


Page  Eleven 


WARD  INCIDENCE  OF  DEATHS  OCCURRING  IN  1960 


Stretford  .  87 

Longford  .  109 

Talbot  North  .  97 

Talbot  South  .  80 

Trafford  .  93 

Cornbrook  63 

Clifford  .  92 

Park  “A”  .  29 

Park  “B”  .  59 


Total  .  709 


BIRTHS 

On  the  Registrar-General’s  figure  of  1 ,054  registered  births, 
a  crude  birth  rate  for  the  year  of  17.1  per  1,000  estimated 
resident  population  is  obtained,  which  is  adjusted  by  use  of 
the  comparability  factor  of  0.95  giving  a  birth  rate  of  16.3 
per  1,000,  comparable  with  the  birth  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  of  17.1  per  1,000. 


DEATHS 

The  total  number  of  deaths  of  Stretford  residents  recorded 
by  the  Registrar-General  is  709  (see  table  on  page  11). 

485  deaths  were  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year, 
including  59  deaths  of  non  residents  which  were  transferred 
to  their  appropriate  registration  areas:  283  Stretford  residents 
died  outside  the  district.  The  net  number  of  deaths  of 
Stretford  residents  (occurring  within  or  outside  the  district) 
was,  therefore,  709.  Of  this  number,  430  (or  61  per  cent,  of 
the  total  deaths)  occurred  after  the  age  of  65  years. 


Age  at  death  Number 

0—1  38 

1—2  .  1 

2—5  2 

5—15  3 

15—25  4 

25—45  27 

45—65  204 

65—75  186 

75  and  over  .  244 


Total  .  709 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Full  particulars  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  of  the 
Authority  are  given  on  page  3  at  the  beginning  of  this  Report 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Laboratory  facilities  for  the  examination  of  pathological 
and  bacteriological  specimens  are  provided  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  (directed  by  the  Medical  Research 
Council  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Health),  at  Monsall 
Hospital,  Manchester.  There  is  frequent  and  mutual  collabo¬ 
ration  between  the  Department  and  the  Laboratory.  Dr. 
Parker  and  his  staff  at  the  Laboratory  have  continued  to  give 
prompt  advice  which  has  been  of  practical  value. 

The  Puerperal  Pyrexia  Regulations,  1951 

Two  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified  during  1960 
as  compared  with  three  in  1959.  All  patients  made  a  satis¬ 
factory  recovery. 

Maternal  Mortality 

Two  maternal  deaths  were  recorded  by  the  Registrar- 
General  during  1960. 

The  improvement  in  the  mortality  figures  since  1932  is 
shown  in  the  following  table  : — 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATE 


(Registrar-General’s  Figures) 


Year 

Stretford 

England  and  Wales 

Maternal  Deaths 

Maternal  Mortality 
Rate 

Maternal  Mortality 
Rate 

1932 

3 

408 

4-24 

1933 

5 

707 

4-24 

1934 

3 

2-48 

4-41 

1935 

3 

3-74 

3-93 

1936 

3 

3-98 

3-81 

1937 

3 

3-76 

311 

1938 

3 

2-63 

308 

1939 

2 

2-86 

2*82 

1940 

1 

1-50 

2-16 

1941 

— 

— 

2-23 

1942 

2 

2-63 

201 

1943 

5 

5-17 

2-29 

1944 

1 

0-87 

1-93 

1945 

3 

2-84 

1-79 

1946 

1 

0-76 

1*43 

1947 

3 

216 

M7 

1948 

1 

0-79 

102 

1949 

— 

— 

0-98 

1950 

1 

0-93 

0-86 

1951 

1 

0-98 

0-79 

1952 

— 

0-72 

1953 

— 

0*76 

1954 

1 

104 

0-69 

1955 

— 

— 

0-64 

1956 

. — 

0-56 

1957 

1 

0-94 

047 

1958 

_ 

043 

1959 

2 

1-82 

0*38 

1960 

2 

1-85 

0-39 

Deaths  from  abortion  have  been  included  each  year  since  1943. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


The  infant  mortality  rate  for  1960  was  36  per  1,000  live 
births  as  compared  with  25  in  the  previous  year.  This  is 
comparable  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  21  per 
1,000  live  births.  From  the  table  on  page  17  it  will  be 
observed  that  of  the  38  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of 
age  21  occurred  within  one  month  of  birth. 


NEO-NATAL  DEATHS 
Certified  Causes 


Pneumonia 

2  deaths  were  due  to  pneumonia 
1  at  1  day 
1  at  2  weeks 

Atelectasis 

4  within  24  hours 

3  at  1  day 
1  at  4  days 

Prematurity 

4  within  24  hours 
1  at  3  days 

Asphyxia 

1  within  24  hours 

Pulmonary  Hyaline  Membrane  disease 
1  at  2  days 

Subarachnoid  haemorrhage 
1  within  24  hours 

Anencephalus 

1  within  24  hours 

Haemorrhagic  disease  of  newborn 
1  at  5  days 

Meconium  peritonitis 

1  within  24  hours 
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Year 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 


INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE,  1932-1960 


Stretford 

England  and  Wales 

Infantile 

Deaths 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate 

44 

59 

65 

33 

46 

64 

32 

41 

59 

47 

60 

57 

28 

37 

59 

45 

59 

58 

39 

53 

53 

25 

56 

50 

48 

75 

55 

25 

44 

59 

54 

74 

49 

55 

59 

49 

54 

48 

46 

54 

49 

46 

55 

45 

43 

54 

40 

41 

57 

46 

34 

41 

36 

32 

33 

31.0 

29.8 

19 

18.7 

29.6 

19 

19 

27.6 

26 

26 

26.8 

16 

17 

25.5 

20 

25 

24.9 

39 

38 

23.8 

27 

26 

23.0 

39 

37 

22.5 

27 

25 

22.0 

38 

36 

21-7 
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SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water,  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  sanitary  circumstances  of 
the  area  relating  to  water  supply,  drainage  and  sewerage. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

The  Local  Authority  for  the  prevention  of  pollution  of 
rivers  and  streams  is  the  Mersey  Rivers  Board.  The  rivers 
and  streams  in  the  Borough  have  been  kept  under  observation 
by  the  District  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

The  effluent  from  the  Stretford  Sewage  Works  discharges 
into  the  Kickety  Brook  and  eventually  into  the  River  Mersey. 
Examination  of  the  effluent  is  carried  out  systematically  by 
the  Mersey  Rivers  Board. 

Proposals  for  additional  works  and  improvements  at  the 
Sewage  Works  are  proceeding. 

Closet  Accommodation  (end  of  1960) 


No.  of  Middens  None 

„  Closets  attached  to  these  Middens  None 

„  Pail  Closets  .  6 

„  Dry  Ashpits  (excluding  Middens)  .  None 

„  Fresh-water  Closets  .  23,479 

„  Movable  Ashbins  for  refuse  .  20,607 

„  Waste-water  Closets  .  None 


Public  Cleansing 

The  arrangements  are  efficient  and  satisfactory,  a  strict 
weekly  collection  being  maintained. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

The  following  tabular  statement  is  submitted  by  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  under  Article  27(18)  of  the  Sanitary 
Officers’  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935  : — 

Inspections  by  Sanitary  Staff  during  1960  : — 


Dwellings  .  2,632 

Factories  .  214 

Shops  .  249 

No.  of  Notices  served  during  the  year — 

Statutory — Public  Health  Acts  .  123 

Informal  .  494 
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Results  of  Service  of  notices — 


Statutory — Public  Health  Acts,  Complied 


with  .  109 

Informal — Complied  with  or  in  hand  363 

Outstanding  .  131 

Defects  or  nuisances  discovered  .  963 

Defects  or  nuisances  abated .  465 


In  addition  to  the  informal  notices  referred  to  above,  letters 
of  intimation  as  to  nuisances  have  been  sent  in  129  cases, 
making  a  total  of  623  instances  in  which  informal  action  has 
been  taken  to  obtain  a  remedy. 

Swimming  Baths 

The  two  public  swimming  baths  in  the  Borough  are  pro¬ 
vided  with  continuous  filtration  and  chlorination  plants. 

There  are  no  privately-owned  swimming  baths  or  pools  in 
the  Borough. 

Schools 

The  sanitary  condition  of  all  primary  and  secondary  schools 
is  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  manner  and  the  water  supply 
to  each  school  is  from  the  Manchester  Corporation.  Each 
school  is  visited  once  every  quarter  by  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector,  who  reports  to  the  Committee  for  Educa¬ 
tion.  Defects  found  are  promptly  remedied. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY 
BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS 

Offensive  Trades 

There  are  three  premises  registered  for  the  conduct  of 
offensive  trades  (two  fat  melting,  one  gut  scraping),  the 
supervision  of  which  is  among  the  duties  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors.  Full  compliance  with  bye-law  requirements  has 
been  maintained  during  the  year,  and  one  factory,  where 
contents  relate  to  both  gut  scraping  and  fat  melting,  is 
regarded  as  a  model  in  regard  to  both  layout  and  operation. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 

There  are  no  “common  lodging  houses”  in  the  Borough, 
but  there  is  still  a  large  number  of  houses  let  off  in  rooms 
(“houses  let  in  lodgings,”  “flats”)  with  inadequate  amenities 
for  each  individual  family. 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING 


(a)  Statistics 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year 


(i)  By  the  local  authority . 

Houses  Flats 

—  26 

(ii)  By  other  local  authorities 

—  — 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 

11  36 

Houses  completed  since  1939 

(i)  By  the  local  authority 

.  .  *1,679 

Rebuilt  after 
demolition  due  to 
enemy  action 

30 

(ii)  By  other  local  authorities 

— 

— 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 

.  *391 

99 

Total 

.  2,070 

129 

*  Includes  42  prefabricated  houses  and  867  flats,  t  Includes  66  flats. 


(1)  Inspection  of  Dwelling-Hhouses  during  the  year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
formally  or  informally  for  housing  defects 


(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  793 

(b)  Number  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal, 

made  for  the  purpose  . ,  1,743 

(2)  Dwelling-houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 

not  capable  at  reasonable  expense  of  being 
rendered  fit  existing  at  end  of  year  .  375 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  during  the 
year  to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  but  capable  of  being  rendered 

fit  .  ' .  427 


Page  Twenty 


(2)  Houses  Demolished; — 

In  Clearance  Areas — 

(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation  . 

Houses 

Demo¬ 

lished 

Displaced 
During  Year 

Persons 

Families 

— 

— 

— 

(2)  Houses  included  by 
reason  of  bad  arrange¬ 
ments,  etc . 

— 

— 

— 

(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired 
under  Section  43(2), 
Housing  Act,  1957  . 

— 

— 

— 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas : 

(4)  As  a  result  of  formal  or 
informal  procedure 
under  Section  17(1), 
Housing  Act,  1957  . 

6 

2 

— 

— 

(3)  Unfit  Houses  Closed; — 

(1)  Under  Sections  16(4) 
17(1)  and  35(1)  Housing 
Act,  1957  . 

Number 

— 

(2)  Under  Sections  17(3) 
and  26,  Housing  Act, 
1957 

(3)  Parts  of  buildings  closed 

under  Section  18,  Hous¬ 
ing  Act,  1957  . 

— 

— 

— 
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(4)  Unfit  Houses  Made  Fit  and 
Houses  in  which  Defects  were 
remedied; — 

(1)  After  informal  action  by 
Local  Authority  . 

By 

Owner 

By  Local 
Authority 

338 

— 

(2)  After  formal  notice  under 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts 

(b)  Sections  9  and  16 
Housing  Act,  1957 

(3)  Under  Section  24  Hous¬ 

ing  Act,  1957  . 

76 

16 

— 

— 

1 

— 
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(5)  Housing  Act,  1949,  and  Housing  (Financial  Provisions) 
Act,  1958— 


Improvement  Grants,  etc. 


Private  bodies 

or  ind 

ividuals 

Local  Authority 

Action  during  year  : 

No.  of 

No.  of 

dwelling- 

dwelling- 

No,  of 

houses  or 

No.  of 

houses  or 

Schemes 

other 

Schemes 

other 

buildings 

buildings 

affected 

affected 

(a)  Submitted  by  pri- 

vate  individuals  to 

local  authority  . 

4 

4 

— 

(b)  Approved  by  local 

aiithoritv 

4 

4 

_ 

(c)  Submitted  by  local 

authority  to  Minis- 

try  . 

(d)  Finally  approved 

by  Ministry 

(e)  Work  completed . 

1 

1 

(f)  Additional  separate 

dwellings  (included 

in  (e)  above) . 

■ 

(6)  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959  —  Standard 
Grants 


No.  of  dwellings 

or  other  buildings 

Action  during  year 

affected 

{a)  Submitted  to  Local  authority  . 

18 

{b)  Approved  by  Local  authority  . 

14 

(c)  Work  completed  . 

6 
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(b)  Housing  Conditions 

(1)  General  Observations  as  to  Housing  Conditions 

146  houses  declared  unfit,  demolished  or  closed.  374 
expected  to  be  included  in  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders 
during  next  4  years.  At  least  390  will  attract  statutory  action 
during  subsequent  5  years. 

(2)  Sufficiency  of  Supply  of  Houses 

(a)  Extent  of  shortage,  stating  minimum  number  and  type 
of  houses  required  : 

1,209  applicants  on  register. 

Houses  required  :  376  1 -bedroom  type. 

578  2-bedroom  type. 

218  3 -bedroom  type. 

36  4-bedroom  type. 

1  5-bedroom  type. 

(b)  Particulars  of  any  housing  scheme  in  hand  or  contem¬ 
plated  : 

2  houses,  6  flats  and  16  maisonettes  in  course  of 
construction. 

35  houses,  204  flats  and  36  maisonettes 
contemplated. 

(c)  Any  special  difflculties  in  the  way  of  providing  suitable 
sites  for  new  houses  : 

DIFFICULTY  OF  LIMITED  BUILDING  SITES 


(3)  Overcrowding 

(a)  There  have  been  no  cases  of  overcrowding  necessitating 
relief  during  the  year  in  Corporation  dwellings.  Over¬ 
crowding  is  known  to  exist  in  various  houses  let  in 
lodgings  but  the  position  fluctuates.  The  Council  have 
purchased  large  empty  houses  to  forestall  this  problem. 
A  survey  is  to  undertaken  during  the  coming  year. 

(4)  Fitness  of  Houses 

(a)  Difficulties  found  in  action  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  or  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

None. 

(b)  Number  of  houses  which  have  not  an  adequate  water 
supply  : 

None. 

(c)  Number  of  houses  which  have  no  separate  water  closet 
or  other  adequate  sanitary  accommodation  ; 

None — Some  families  (in  large  houses  intensively 
occupied)  share  closet  accommodation. 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  &  1948 


in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  and  WORKPLACES 

(1)  INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS 
AS  TO  HEALTH  (INCLUDING  INSPECTIONS  MADE 
BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS) 


Premises 

(1) 

No. 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of: 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prose¬ 

cuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  . 

38 

22 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority . 

418 

181 

4 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) . 

6 

'  11 

1 

Total  . 

462 

214 

5 

— 
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HOME  OFFICE  FORM  572  (continued) 

(2)  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 
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46  Out-workers  in  August  list  (Wearing  apparel) 


SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply 

There  are  now  no  dairy  farms  within  the  Borough. 

The  control  of  mjlk  production  is  now  the  responibility 
of  the  National  Agricultural  Advisory  Service,  a  branch  of 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Registration  of  Retail  Distributors 


Applications 
for  Registration 
received 

^  Applications 

1  granted 

Number  of 
Notices  to 
show  Cause 

Applications 
granted  after 
Notice  to 
show  Cause 

1 

Total 

Applications 

granted 

Removed 

from  Register 

On  Register 

at  December 

31st,  1960 

Dairymen 
{i.e.y  Retail  Distri¬ 
butors  of  Milk  with 
dairy  premises)  .  — 

7 

Retail  Distributors 

of  Bottled  Milk  only  24 

24 

133 

Total .  24 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

140 
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EXAIVnNATIONS  OF  MILK  SAMPLES 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  milk  samples  submitted  for  Bacteriological  and 

Phosphatase  Examination  during  1960 
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Twenty-Eight 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949, 
and  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and 
Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 
Licences  granted  during  1960 


Designation 

Total 

Pasteurised . 

116 

Sterilised  . 

133 

Tuberculin  Tested . 

29 

Totals  . 

278 

Adulteration 

The  administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955, 
Sections  9,  13  and  14  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council 
Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers)  Act,  1938,  the  Milk  and 
Cream  Regulations  and  the  Condensed  and  Dried  Milk  Regu¬ 
lations  is  carried  out  by  this  Authority. 

During  the  year  173  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Salford 
City  Analyst  (public  analyst  for  the  Borough)  for  examination. 
They  comprised  66  milk,  1 1  ice  cream,  20  drugs  and  76  other 
foods. 

Three  samples  of  milk  showed  figures  for  non-fatty  solids 
below  the  presumptive  limit  of  8.50  per  cent,  but  were 
adjudged  genuine  on  the  Hortvet  freezing  point  test. 

Evidence  of  insect  infestation  was  found  in  a  sample  of 
currants.  The  remainder  of  the  stock  and  premises  were 
inspected  and  found  to  be  free  from  infestation. 

Trivial  irregularities  of  labelling  in  respect  of  two  drug 
samples  were  dealt  with  informally. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  during  the  year  in 
respect  of  Food  and  Drugs. 
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SAMPLES  EXAMINED 


Report  of  the  Borough  Analyst 


Samples 

Number 

examined 

Number 
adulterated  or 
otherwise 
giving  rise  to 
irregularity 

Per  cent, 
adulteration 

FOODS : 

Milk . 

66 

Almonds,  Ground . 

1 

— 

— 

Beans  in  Tomato  Sauce 

1 

— 

— 

Beef,  Savoury  Minced  with 
Potatoes  ... 

1 

Beetroot  in  Malt  Vinegar  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Bread,  Special 

1 

— 

— 

Buttermilk  Drops  with 

Butter 

1 

■ 

Butter... 

3 

— 

— 

Cakes,  Eccles,  made  with 
Butter 

1 

_ 

Chocolate  Drops  . 

1 

— 

— 

Coconut,  Desiccated 

4 

— 

— 

Cream 

3 

— 

— 

Currants 

3 

1 

33-3 

Drink,  Fruit . 

1 

— 

— 

Essence,  Almond 

1 

— 

— 

Essence,  Flavouring ... 

1 

— 

— 

Essence,  Peppermint 

1 

— 

— 

Flour,  Plain  ... 

2 

— 

— 

Fruit,  Crystallised  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Fruit,  Mixed,  Dried... 

1 

— 

— 

Fudge,  Buttered  . 

1 

— 

— 

Ice-cream 

11 

— 

— 

Ice-cream,  Dairy  . 

2 

— 

— 

Ice-cream,  Lolly  . 

1 

— 

— 

Lard  ...  . 

2 

— 

— 

Meat,  Luncheon 

3 

— 

— 

Meat,  Casserole  in  Gravy  ... 

1 

1 

1000 

Milk,  Complaint 

1 

1 

1000 

Milk,  Dried  ... 

2 

1 

500 

Mineral  Water 

1 

— 

— 

Mustard,  Compound 

1 

— 

— 

Oil,  Cooking... 

1 

— 

— 

Orange  Squash 

2 

— 

— 

Peel,  Candied,  Cut  Mixed  ... 

2 

— 

— 

Pepper 

3 

— 

— 

Pickles,  in  Malt  Vinegar 

1 

— 

— 

Raisins  ...  . 

1 

— 

— 

Rice  Pudding  . 

2 

— 

— 

Sauce... 

2 

— 

— 

Sausage,  Pork  . 

.  1 

— 

— 

Steak,  Casserole  . 

2 

— 

— 

Steak,  Stewed 

1 

— 

— 

Steak,  Stewed  with  Gravy  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Steak,  Beef  in  Gravy 

1 

— 

— 

Steak,  Braised 

1 

— 

— 

Sweets 

2 

— 

— 

Sweets,  Buttered  . 

1 

— 

— 

Swiss  Rolls,  Chocolate 

1 

— 

_ 

Tea  ...  ...  . 

3 

— 

_ 

Tea,  Soluble  Extract  of 

1 

— 

— 

Tongue,  Lunch 

1 

— 

— 

DRUGS : 

Camphorated  Oil  B.P. 

2 

_ 

_ 

Compound  Vitamin  Tablets 

1 

— 

— 

Friars  Balsam 

2 

— 

— 

Halibut  Liver  Oil  Capsules 
B.P.  . 

2 

1 

50-0 

Laxative  Chocolate  ... 

2 

— 

— 

Quinine  Compound  Tablets 

1 

— 

— 

Seidlitz  Powders  B.P. C. 

4 

— 

_ 

Tincture  of  Iodine  B.P. 

2 

— 

Zinc  and  Caster  Oil  Cream 

1 

— 

Zinc  and  Caster  Oil 
Ointment  B.P.C.  ... 

1 

1 

100-0 

Yeast  Tablets 

2 

— 

— 

Total  Food  and  Drugs 

173 

6 

3-5 

Page  Thirty 


SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

The  table  on  page  33  gives  the  incidence  of  notifiable 
infectious  disease.  There  has  been  no  serious  epidemic,  the 
notifications  and  the  mortality  approximating  to  the  average 
for  the  past  ten  years. 

The  clinical  type  of  scarlet  fever  continues  to  be  mild. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  occured  for  the  ninth  year. 

Whilst  the  complete  absence  of  diphtheria  for  the  ninth 
year  in  succession  is  a  very  satisfying  experience,  it  is  feared 
that  there  is  a  danger  of  complacency  leading  to  neglect  of 
immunisation  against  this  dread  disease. 

Antitoxin  is  available  to  all  medical  practitioners  at  Park 
Hospital,  Flixton. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

This  is  now  a  function  of  the  Divisional  Health  Committee. 
Material  for  immunisation  is  available  for  use  by  General 
Practitioners  on  application  at  the  Divisional  Health  Offices 
and  the  Town  Hall,  Stretford. 

Immunisation  is  also  carried  out  at  each  of  the  County 
Council  School  Clinics  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  in  the 
Borough. 

The  following  table  shows  the  immunisation  rate  at  31st 
December,  1960  : 


At  ages  (years) 

0—5 

5—15 

Total 

No.  immunised  during  the  year 

ended  31.12.60  . 

813 

139 

952 

Total  immunised  at  31.12.60  . 

3,018 

11,281 

14,299 

Immunity  Index  at  31.12.60  . 

594 

37-8 

44-8 

Whooping  Cough  and  Measles 

There  were  no  deaths  from  measles  or  from  whooping 
cough. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Two  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified.  One  of  these 
patients  was  confined  in  hospital  and  one  at  home.  Both 
were  investigated,  and  in  neither  was  there  any  evidence  of 
streptococcal  infection. 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

No  cases  of  ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  notified. 


Food  Poisoning 

There  were  8  notified  cases  of  food  poisoning  including  one 
outbreak  at  a  school  canteen  involving  14  cases,  the  casual 
organism  being  identified  as  Staph.  Aureus. 

There  was  also  one  case  of  Cl.  Welchii  food  poisoning, 
notified  after  death. 

Nine  cases  of  salmonella  infection  were  also  notified  but 
were  not  considered  to  be  food-borne. 

Dysentery 

There  were  68  confirmed  cases  of  sonne  dysenterj^. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

There  were  no  confirmed  cases  of  acute  poliomyelitis  during 
the  year. 

The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  poliomyelitis 
in  the  Borough  since  1945  : — 


Age  incidence 

under  1  year 

Over  1  year 

0-2 

3-5 

6-8 

9-11 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6+ 

Year 

mths. 

mths. 

mths. 

mths. 

yr. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

Total 

1945 

1946 

1947 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

4 

9 

1948 

1 

2 

3 

1949 

— 

— 

It 

— 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

6 

15 

1950 

— 

1* 

— 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

8 

16 

1951 

1 

1 

2 

1952 

1 

— 

1 

1953 

2 

1 

3 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1 

3 

10 

14 

1957 

1958 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

9 

1959 

1960 

Total 

— 

3 

2 

1 

7 

6 

7 

3 

9 

34 

72 

*  Patients  had  not  received  any  immunising  inoculations 
during  the  12  months  preceding  the  date  of  onset  of 
symptoms — fatal. 

t  Patients  had  not  received  any  immunising  inoculations 
during  the  12  month  preceding  the  date  of  onset  of 
symptoms — some  paralysis. 

There  has  been  no  evidence  to  suggest  any  casual  con¬ 
nection  between  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  onset 
of  poliomyelitis. 
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INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1960 
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CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  AND  NON-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  REMOVED  TO  HOSPITAL 
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WARD  DISTRIBUTION  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Number  of  Cases  removed  to  Hospital 
from  each  Ward 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1951-1960 


10  years 
mean 

p^r;'<Nrpfp«np<^»nO 

asOO^^OC^^fSrndb 

\o  r-i  n  o  ^ 

1951 

T-H  ^  ^  1  O  CT\  (S  <0 

m  1  ro  VO 

OO 

1952 

00  1 
OO  1 

1-1  *0  1  1  Ov  0^  1-1  Ov  Os 
^  1  1  1-1  t--vO 

VO  <N 

1953 

75 

1  vorij^t^vof^or^ 

1  tS  VO  OvfS 

cn  ts 

1954 

''  1 

1  _  fi-j  ^  OO  »r>  1  O 

1  tS  m  1  00  VO 

1—1  vn 

1955 

46 

1  O  1  1  m  m  1  00 

1  <N  1  1  1  (SOv 

1956 

23 

1— ifO<S  |t^OOi^-OOi-H 

CN  1  Tf  1— I  O  O 

1-1  tN  1-H 

1957 

89 

n  Ti- <s  1-1 <s  1  <s  VO 
n  n  1  00  00 

Tf  OO 

1958 

56 

1  00  1  1  o^  a\  r--  VO 

1  1-1  1  1  lo  ovi-i 

1959 

68 

<S  rf  d  1  1-H  VO  1  Ov  m 

1—1  1  m  1  «n  rs 

VO 

1960 

S  1 

1  rj- 1—1  1  00  m  1  vr> 

1-H  1  VO  1  m  cn 

<N  1-H 

Scarlet  Fever . 

DinhtlK^ria 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Meningococcal  Infection . 

Acute  Encephalitis  . 

Dysentery  . 

Erysipelas  . . . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

Measles  . 

Whooping  Cough . 
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1 

Month 

January  . 

February  . 

March  . 

April . 

May  . 

June  . 

July  . 

August . 

September. . 

October . 

November. . 

December . 

Total  . 
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Notifications  were  cancelled  or  amended  in  twelve  cases, 
viz  : — 

In  7  cases  notified  as  Dysentery  diagnosis  was 
amended  to  : 

Salmonella  Typhimurium  4 
Salmonella  Brandenburg  1 
Salmonella  Heidelberg  1 
Emesis  Gravidarium  1 

In  5  cases  notified  as  Food  Poisoning  diagnosis  was 
amended  to  ; 

Dysentery  5 

40  cases  notified  as  dysentery  and  9  cases  notified  as  Food 
Poisoning  were  not  confirmed  bacteriologically. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  IN  DIAGNOSIS 

OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Patients  Contacts 


Swabs  for  Diphtheria  . 

Positive 

1 

Negative 

23 

Positive  Negative 

Faeces  for  Dysentery  . 

238 

392 

—  64 

Faeces  for  Food  Poisoning 

93 

20 

—  20 

Faeces  for  Typhoid  . 

■  — 

3 

—  — 

Faeces  for  Paratyphoid  . 

— 

— 

—  — 

Sputum  for  Tuberculosis  . 

— 

2 

—  — 

DISINFECTION 

Disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  by  formaldehyde 
spray  and  formalin  vapour  generators.  Infected  bedding  and 
other  articles  suitable  for  disinfection  by  steam  are  dealt  with 
at  Ladywell  Hospital,  Salford.  Other  articles  are  disinfected 
in  situ  formalin  or  sulphur. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SMALLPOX  PREVENTION) 

REGULATIONS,  1917 

No  vaccinations  have  been  performed  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  under  these  Regulations  during  the  year. 

Facilities  for  vaccination  are  available  at  all  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  in  the  area  and  by  all  general  practitioners. 

CANCER 

The  death  rate  from  cancer  was  2.13  per  1,000  population 
of  the  Borough. 

130  deaths  were  recorded  from  cancer,  and  these  are  shown 
by  age  distribution  and  site  of  disease  on  page  39. 
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At  the  age  groups  shown  below  the  deaths  from  cancer 
are  compared  with  total  deaths  : — 


At  ages  (years) 

0—35 

35—45 

45—55 

55—65 

65  and 
over 

Total 

Total  deaths  from 
cancer . 

2 

4 

22 

37 

65 

130 

Total  deaths  from 
all  causes  . 

54 

21 

64 

140 

430 

709 

Percentage  of 
cancer  deaths 
to  total  deaths  . 

1-85 

1904 

34-62 

26-42 

15-11 

18-33 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER,  1960 


Site  of  Disease  and  Age  at  Death 


CANCER 

(Site) 

At  Ages  (years) 

At  all 
Ages 

0  to 
35 

35  to 
45 

45  to 
55 

55  to 
65 

65  and 
over 

Brain  . 

1 

.  1 

_ 

_ 

— 

Lymph  Glands _ 

1 

. — 

— —  . 

—  - 

— 

1 

Thyroid . 

4 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Oesophagus  . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Pharynx . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Larynx  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Bronchus . 

15 

— 

2 

1 

3 

9 

Lung  . 

24 

— 

1 

4 

10 

9 

Lung  and  Breast 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Breast  . 

9 

— 

— 

4 

— 

5 

Abdomen  and  Stomach 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Stomach . 

16 

— 

— 

1 

4 

11 

Pylorus . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Intestine . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Liver  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Bile  duct . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Colon  . 

11 

1 

— 

2 

3 

5 

Pancreas . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Kidney  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Bladder . 

5 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

Rectum . 

9 

— 

— 

1 

4 

4 

Ovaries . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Cervix  . 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Uterus  . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Prostate . 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Carcinomatosis  ... 

6 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Totals  . 

130 

2 

4 

22 

37 

65 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


31  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  1  case  of  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  There 
were  3  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  but  no  deaths 
from  non-pulmonary  forms  of  the  disease. 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the  register  at 
31st  December,  1960,  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total  Pulmonary  and 
Non-Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

168 

145 

313 

12 

11 

23 

180 

156 

336 

Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1960 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Years: 

0-  . 

1-  . 

- 

1 

. 

2-  . 

1 

VMM 

5-  . 

1 

_ 

10-  . 

1 

_ 

— 

WV 

15-  . 

20-  . 

3 

3 

_ 

- 

_ 

-  -  - 

25-  . 

5 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

35-  . 

2 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

VMM 

_ 

45-  . 

7 

1 

- 

_ 

55-  . 

1 

- 

1 

1 

_ 

65- 

2 

1 

_ 

75  and  over 

Totals 

22 

9 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

31 

1 

3 

— 
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Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality,  1951-1%0 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Non- 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Year 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1951 

46 

26 

4 

8 

10 

1 

2 

1 

1952 

27 

29 

3 

2 

13 

6 

— 

1 

1953 

28 

27 

3 

5 

15 

3 

— 

2 

1954 

22 

13 

— 

8 

5 

3 

— 

— 

1955 

28 

18 

4 

3 

9 

3 

2 

2 

1956 

20 

14 

1 

3 

11 

— 

5 

1 

1957 

18 

13 

2 

— 

4 

3 

— 

— 

1958 

19 

16 

3 

2 

7 

2 

— 

— 

1959 

18 

13 

— 

1 

13 

1 

— 

1 

1960 

22 

9 

■ 

1 

2 

1 

’ 

The  Chest  Clinic  is  situated  at  Stretford  Memorial  Hospital, 
where  all  facilities  for  diagnosis  and  ambulatory  treatment 
are  available. 
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CASES  NOTIFIED  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1952 
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Non-Notified  Tuberculosis 


There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  which  had  not  been 
previously  notified. 

No  action  has  been  required  under  the  Public  Health  Act 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  relating  to 
persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in 
the  milk  trade,  or  under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1925,  or  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  the 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  and  1951 
Removal  of  Persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention 

There  was  no  occasion  during  the  year  under  review  to 
make  application  to  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  removal  of 
aged  and  infirm .  persons  living  in  insanitary  conditions  and 
unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  not  receiving  from  other 
persons,  proper  care  apd  attention.  ...  •  .  .  - 
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SECTION  G. 


PERSONAL  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE  SERVICES 
DELEGATED  TO  THE  BOROUGH 

Under  the  Local  Government  Act,  1958 

In  accordance  with  the  delegation  scheme  formulated  under 
the  Local  Government  Act,  1958,  certain  Health  and  Welfare 
Services  which  had  previously  been  administered  by  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  through  their  Divisional  Health 
Committee  No.  16  became  the  responsibility  of  the  Borough 
as  from  1st  October,  1960. 

The  services  concerned  are  as  follows  ; — 

National  Health  Services  Act,  1946 

Section  21 — Health  Centres 

Section  22 — Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Section  23 — Midwifery 

Section  24 — Health  Visiting 

Section  25 — Home  Nursing 

Section  26 — Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Section  28 — Prevention  of  Illness — Care  and  After-Care 

Section  29 — Home  Help  Service 

Mental  Health  Act,  1959 

Mental  Health  Services 

(with  the  exception  of  the  provision  of 
residential  accommodation) 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

Sections  29  and  30 — Welfare  Services  for  Handicapped 

Persons 

Nurseries  and  Child-Minders  Regulations  Act,  1948 

Registration  of  Nurseries  and  Child-Minders. 

The  following  statistics  are  given  relating  to  the  period  com¬ 
mencing  1st  October,  1960,  when  the  scheme  of  delegation 
became  effective,  to  31st  December,  1960  : — 
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CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 
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(c)  Ante-Natal  and  Post-NataJ  Clinics 
Summary  of  Attendances  at 
Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics 
Quarter  Ended  31st  December,  1960 


No.  of 
Sessions 

Ante-Natal 

attendances 

Post-Natal 

attendances 

Dec 

Qr. 

Dec.  Qr. 

Dec.  Qr. 

1960 

1959 

1960 

1959 

1960 

1959 

Lostock 

4 

_ 

17 

7 

_ 

_ 

Mitford  St. 

13 

7 

28 

41 

2 

8  ' 

Old  Trafford 

12 

13 

219 

247 

— 

— 

Trafford  Park 

6 

'  ^  ~ 

31 

3 

Total  ... 

35 

20 

295 

298 

2 

8 

(d)  Relaxation  Clinics 
Summary  of  Attendances  at 


RELAXATION  CLINICS 
Quarter  Ended  31st  December,  1960 


CLINIC 

No.  of 
Sessions 

Total 

Attendances 

Average 

Attendances 

Old  Trafford  . 

12 

255 

21 

(e)  National  Welfare  Foods 
Summary  of  issues  from  all  Child  Welfare  Centres 
Quarter  Ended  31st  December,  1960 


National  Dried  Milk  .  3,029  tins 

Cod  Liver  Oil . !.  835  bottles 

Vitamin  A  and  D  tablets  690  packets 

Orange  Juice  .  4,907  bottles 
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2.  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 


There  were  five  County  Midwives  employed  in  the  Borough 
at  31st  December,  1960. 

Summary  of  work  done  by  Domiciliary  Midwives 
Quarter  Ended  31st  December,  1960 


Attendances  at : — 

Live  Births  : 

Midwife  .  50 

Maternity  Nurse  .  6 

Still  Births : 

Midwife  .  ^ — 


Maternity  Nurse  .  — 

Miscarriages  : 

Midwife  .  2 

Maternity  Nurse  .  1 

59 


Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  i 


Trilene  . 

Gas  and  Air . 

Gas  and  Air  with  Pethidene 

Pethidene  . 

Pethidene  with  Trilene  . 

Gas  and  Air  with  Pethidene 

and  Trilene  . 

Gas  and  Air  with  Trilene 


No.  of  Patients 
Midwife  Maternity  Nurse 

.  13  — 

2  _ 

1  3 

...  2  1 

17  1 

.  6  — 

...  3  — 


44  5 


Ante-Natal  Visits  . 500 

Delivery  Visits  .  89 

Puerperium  and  Post-Natal  visits  .  946 

Visits  to  patients  discharged  from  hospital  .  172 
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3.  HEALTH  VISITING 


There  were  nine  Health  Visitors  and  three  School-Clinic 
Nurses  employed  in  the  Borough  at  31st  December,  1960. 

Summary  of  work  done  by  Health  Visitors 
Quarter  Ended  31st  December,  1960 


Number  of  Clinic  Sessions  attended  : 

School  Clinic  . 119 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare .  285 

Others  Sessions .  46 

Number  of  Visits  to  Homes  : 

Children  under  5  years  .  3492 

Expectant  Mothers  . 97 

Adults  .  443 

Other  cases  .  269 

Ineffective  visits  .  948 

Number  of  Visits  to  Schools  .  267 


4.  HOME  NURSING 

There  were  six  District  Nurses,  including  one  male  nurse, 
and  in  addition,  two  assistant  nurses  employed  in  the  Borough 
at  31st  December,  1960. 

Summary  of  work  done  by  District  Nurses 
Quarter  Ended  31st  December,  1960 


New  Patients  attended  .  192 

Visits  .  8,235 

Total  patients  attended  during  the  period  .  976 
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5  (a)  VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 
Return  of  persons  dealt  with  during  the 
Quarter  Ended  31st  December,  1960 


Primary 

Revaccination  or 
reinforcement 

Type 

A 

ge  Group 

Total 

Age  Group 

Total 

Under 

1 

1-5 

Over 

5 

Under 

1 

1-5 

Over 

5 

Smallpox  vaccination 

98 

12 

7 

117 

— 

— 

17 

17 

Diphtheria ... 

10 

4 

79 

93 

— 

39 

514 

553 

Whooping  cough  ... 

4 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  and  Tetanus 
combined ... 

1 

6 

23 

30 

— 

3 

11 

14 

Diphtheria  and  Whooping 
cough  combined . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria,  Whooping 
cough  and  tetanus  (triple) 

119 

48 

15 

182 

— 

11 

23 

34 

(b)  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 
Return  of  persons  dealt  with  during  the 
Quarter  Ended  31st  December,  1960 


Age  Groups 

Primary 

Reinforce¬ 

ment 

40  years  or  over  ... 

Born  prior  to  1933  but  not  yet  reached 

9 

13 

40th  birthday . 

217 

410 

Born  in  years  1933-1942  inclusive 

69 

112 

Born  in  years  1943-1960  inclusive 

275 

217 

Total — (all  ages)  . 

570 

752 
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6.  PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE 
AND  AFTER-CARE 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

One  whole-time  and  one  part-time  Tuberculosis  Visitors 
were  employed  in  the  Borough  at  31st  December,  1960. 

Summary  of  Work  done  by 
TUBERCULOSIS  HEALTH  VISITORS 
Quarter  Ended  31st  December,  1960 


Number  of  Clinic  Sessions  35 

Number  of  New  Cases  and  Contacts .  77 

Revisits  to  Cases  and  Contacts  .  433 


(b)  Chiropody  Service 


Summary  of  Attendances  at 
CHIROPODY  CLINICS 
Quarter  Ended  31st  December,  1960 


Place  of  Treatment 

Number 

of 

Sessions 

Number  of  Attendances 

Aged 

Persons 

Handi¬ 

capped 

Persons 

Expec¬ 

tant 

Mothers 

Trafford  Park  Clinic ... 

3 

14 

- 

Old  Trafford  Clinic  . . . 

15 

85 

— 

— 

Mitford  Street  Clinic... 

16 

119 

— 

1 

Surgery  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Domiciliary  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . 

34 

218 

— 

1 

7.  HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

One  Home  Help  Organiser  and  eighty-five  Home  Helps 
were  employed  in  the  Borough  at  31st  December,  1960 

Summary  of  Cases  Assisted  during 
Quarter  Ended  31st  December,  1960 


(a)  Confinement  at  Home  .  3 

(b)  Confinement  away  from  home .  — 

(c)  Tuberculosis  .  — 

(d)  Chronic  Sick  (under  65  years  .  23 

(e)  Chronic  Sick,  aged  and  infirm  (65  years  or  over)  206 

(f)  Other  cases  (under  65  years)  .  7 

(g)  Other  cases  (over  65  years)  .  11 


250 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 
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9.  WELFARE  SERVICES 


Handicapped  Persons 


Details  of  handicapped  persons  included  on  the 
Register  of  Haddicapped  Persons  (General  Classes) 
as  at  31st  December,  1960 


AGE  G 

ROUPS 

Totals 

Disability 

Male 

I 

'emai 

E 

M. 

F. 

0- 

16- 

30- 

50- 

65-: 

0- 

16- 

30- 

50- 

65- 

A/E . 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

5 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

5 

7 

7 

F  ...  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

11 

8 

4 

22 

G  . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

H/L . 

— 

1 

1 

3 

5 

— 

— 

2 

3 

5 

to 

10 

Q/T . 

— 

— 

— 

6 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

11 

2 

V  . 

U/W— Mental 

— 

1 

5 

6 

2 

1 

3 

8 

9 

4 

14 

25 

Disorder 

2 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

U/W— Others 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

X  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Y  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Z  . 

2 

2 

Totals  ... 

2 

2 

10 

19 

22 

3 

4 

16 

27 

23 

55 

73 

Code ; — 

A/E  Amputation 

F  Arthritis  and  Rheumatism 

G  Congenital  malformations  and  deformities 

H/L  Diseases  of  the  digestive,  genito-uriniary,  heart  or 

circulatory  and  respiratory  systems,  and  diseases  of  the 
skin 

Q/T  Injuries  and  diseases  of  upper  and  lower  limbs  and  the 
spine 

V  Organic  nervous  diseases 
U/W  Psychoneurosis  and  psychosis 

X  Tuberculosis  (respiratory) 

Y  Tuberculosis  (other  than  respiratory) 

Z  General  diseases  and  injuries  not  included  above 
(e.g.  asthma,  diabetes,  malaria) 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

for  the 

YEAR  ENDED  3lst  DECEMBER,  1960 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  twelfth  Annual 
Report  covering  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
and  the  Public  Cleansing  Service.  The  importance  of  the  part 
played  by  the  environment  in  the  private  and  communal  lives 
of  residents  within  the  Borough  cannot  be  over-emphasised. 
Maintenance  of  standards  of  hygiene  and  sanitation  and  the 
promotion  of  better  health  continue  to  occupy  to  the  full  the 
resources  of  the  Department,  and,  as  each  year  passes,  new 
duties  are  entrusted  to  the  staff  and  new  horizons  of  service 
appear. 

There  are  two  spheres  of  activity  which  deserve  special 
mention  as  they  occupy  a  large  proportion  of  your  officers’ 
time  and  represent  a  major  part  of  environmental  problems. 
These  matters  concern  housing  and  clean  air,  both  of  which 
represent  fundamental  needs  of  the  individual  and  promise 
large  rewards  in  improving  public  health  as  the  aims  of  sound 
housing  and  clean  air  are  pursued. 

The  progress  already  made  in  acquiring  out-moded  and 
unfit  dwellings  has  made  possible  an  expanding  programme 
of  clearance  since  areas  of  land  are  now  becoming  available 
for  redevelopment.  It  is  increasingly  evident  that  the  next  10 
years  will  see  the  establishment  of  new  neighbourhood  units 
in  place  of  the  out-worn  and  unfit  houses  which  still  exist  at 
the  north-eastern  fringe  of  the  Borough.  The  effects  of  such 
housing  conditions  can  be  seen  day  by  day  in  terms  of  human 
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frustration.  These  remaining  sub-standard  homes  amount  to 
some  690  properties,  and  the  passage  of  time  will  doubtless 
add  to  their  numbers  in  the  next  10  years.  Allied  to  such 
unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  is  the  over-occupation  of 
large  type  houses  let  in  lodgings.  These  are  receiving  increas¬ 
ing  attention  from  your  staff  in  order  to  improve  amenities  or 
reduce  the  number  of  persons  housed  under  one  roof. 

The  task  of  ensuring  the  control  of  domestic  smoke  is 
proving  to  be  larger  and  more  complicated  than  might  appear 
upon  the  surface.  At  the  time  of  preparation  of  this  report, 
one  Smoke  Control  Area  is  approaching  completion  and  a 
second  is  awaiting  confirmation.  It  has  been  found  that  a 
great  deal  of  time  is  required,  both  in  field  work  and  admini¬ 
stration,  to  implement  Smoke  Control  Orders,  and  a  sustained 
effort  will  be  needed  to  achieve  the  programme  of  future  areas 
already  agreed.  Daily  measurement  of  smoke  by  volumetric 
instruments  provided  by  the  Standing  Conference  of  Local 
Authorities  for  the  Investigation  of  Air  Pollution  (Region 
South  West  from  Manchester),  are  providing  readings  of 
smoke  concentrations.  These  results  emphasise  the  part 
played  by  domestic  smoke  in  polluting  the  air  which  we 
breathe.  Average  readings  in  winter  in  residential  areas  are 
four  times  greater  than  average  results  in  summer.  In  times 
of  fog  the  concentration  of  smoke  may  be  five  to  10  times 
greater  than  the  seasonal  average. 

The  staffing  position  has  been  maintained  during  the  year 
under  review  and  has  enabled  the  aims  of  the  Department  in 
the  promotion  of  an  improved  environment  to  be  pursued 
effectively.  Throughout  the  year,  I  have  received  every 
assistance  from  officers  in  other  departments  and  my  own 
colleagues,  both  in  the  office  and  outside,  have  given  unstinting 
service  at  all  times,  thereby  making  possible  the  submission 
of  a  satisfactory  report. 

Yours  obediently, 

J.  KAY, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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(1)  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT 

(a)  Investigation  of  Complaints 

Complaints  in  writing  and  those  received  verbally  at  the 
enquiry  office  during  the  course  of  the  year,  totalled  1,023. 
This  represents  a  significant  increase  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year,  and  the  nature  of  the  items  reported  are  classi¬ 
fied  in  the  following  table  : — 


Nature  of  Complaint 

Number 

Received 

Obstructed  drains  . 

64 

Obstructed  cellar  drains  . 

25 

Obstructed  water  closet  . 

6 

Obstructed  yard  drains 

24 

Defective  water  closet 

17 

Defective  plaster  . 

7 

Defective  dustbin  . 

161 

Defective  house  roof  . 

82 

Defective  floors . 

6 

Defective  windows  . . 

8 

Defective  fireplaces  . 

3 

Defective  walls . 

11 

Defective  gutters  . 

24 

Defective  chimneys  . 

8 

Defective  drains  . 

13 

Dampness  of  house  . 

43 

Accumulation  of  refuse  . 

32 

General  insanitary  conditions . 

31 

Houses  infested  with  vermin  . 

167 

Rats  and  mice  infesting  dwellings  . 

174 

Requests  for  Inspector  to  call  (nature  of 
complaint  not  stated)  . 

8 

Food 

21 

Miscellaneous  . 

88 

1,023 

(b)  Nature  of  Visits  and  Inspections 

The  number  of  visits  and  inspections  during  the  year  cover¬ 
ing  routine  work  and  specific  complaints,  reached  the  figure 
of  10,548.  The  extent  and  variety  of  the  visits  made  indicate 
the  many  facets  of  public  health  work  and  the  relative  im¬ 
portance  of  housing  conditions  and  drainage  defects  which 
have  accounted  for  some  40  per  cent,  of  the  total  visits  made, 
as  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 
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VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS 

Number 

Houses — 

Public  Health  Acts ... 

1,159 

Housing  Acts  . 

281 

Infectious  Diseases . 

298 

Overcrowding  . 

9 

Drainage  Inspections  and  Tests  . 

1,100 

Canal  Boats . 

4 

Houses  let  in  lodgings  . 

57 

Rivers  and  Streams . 

19 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  . 

47 

Stables  and  Piggeries . 

13 

Rats  and  Mice  Infestation . 

178 

Factories  with  Power . 

181 

Factories  without  Power  . 

22 

Workplaces  . 

11 

Outworkers’  Rooms . 

57 

Bakehouses 

66 

Public  Conveniences . 

5 

Theatres,  Cinemas,  etc.  . 

15 

Schools . 

39 

Shops  Acts  . 

249 

Petroleum  Acts  . 

141 

Vacant  Land  and  Dumps  . 

75 

Common  Yards  and  Passages  . 

18 

Interviews  with  Owners,  etc . 

423 

Miscellaneous  Visits  . 

1,306 

Vermin . 

812 

Offices  ...  •••  •••  •*.  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

30 

Re-visits  to  Premises  under  Notice — 

Public  Health  Act . 

1,847 

Housing  Act  ...  ...  . 

121 

Offensive  Trades 

3 

Smoke  Observations  ... 

181 

Boiler  Houses . 

149 

Smoke  Control  Area  Survey . 

120 

Rent  Act 

78 

MEAT  AND  FOODS— 

Slaughterhouses  . 

211 

Butchers’  Shops  and  Stalls . 

102 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers . 

9 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers . 

45 

Grocers  and  Other  Food  Shops  . 

136 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

17 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  . 

54 

Food  Vehicles ... 

9 

Ice  Cream  Premises . 

55 

Restaurants  and  Dining  Rooms  . 

148 

Other  Food  Premises . 

223 

Milk  Samples . 

66 

Food  and  Drugs  Samples  . 

173 

Ice  Cream  Samples . 

53 

Other  Samples . ' . 

181 

Total 

10,592 
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(c)  Resultant  Action 

Following  the  detection  of  defects,  unsatisfactory  condi¬ 
tions  and  contraventions  of  statute  law  during  the  various 
inspections  undertaken  during  the  year,  notices  were  served 
for  the  abatement  of  public  health  nuisances  and  other  allied 
conditions.  Although  much  of  the  work  required  is  executed 
upon  the  service  of  informal  notice,  there  are  cases  where 
statutory  action  becomes  necessary  in  order  to  secure  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  law.  The  nature  of  the  defects  involved  and 
the  action  taken  by  way  of  statutory  procedure  is  shown  in 
the  following  tabulated  statement : — 

STATUTORY  NOTICES 


Section 
of  Act 

Subject 

Out¬ 

standing 

31st 

Dec., 

1959 

Served 

Abated 

Out¬ 

standing 

31st 

Dec., 

1960 

Public 
Health 
Act,  1936 
24 

Maintenance  of  a 
length  of  public 
sewer  . 

3 

3 

39 

Drainage  . 

2 

60 

59 

3 

45 

Defective  water- 
closet  . 

3 

6 

9 

_ 

75 

Provision  of  dustbins 

— 

3 

3 

— 

83 

Cleansing  of  filthy  or 
verminous  premises 

_ 

1 

1 

91-100 

Conditions  prejudi¬ 
cial  to  health 

7 

50 

47 

10 

Housing 
Act,  1957 
9 

General  housing 
defects  . 

5 

4 

1 

10(2) 

Notice  by  local 
authority  of 
intention  to  enter 
and  execute  works 

1 

1 

16 

Time  and  Place 
Notices  . 

4 

4 

17(1) 

Demolition  Order  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

36 

Notice  requiring 
Execution  of  works 
or  reduction  of  num¬ 
ber  of  occupants  of 
house  let  in  lodgings 

3 

3 

159 

Notice  before  entry 
for  the  purpose  of 
inspection . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Total 

17 

133 

129 

21 
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The  tendency  reported  last  year  for  fewer  cases  to  come 
forward  for  statutory  action  has  been  maintained  in  the  year 
under  reeview.  The  volume  of  statutory  abatement  notices 
continued  at  approximately  one  third  of  the  statutory  action 
taken  during  1958,  and  those  notices  still  outstanding  at  the 
end  of  the  year  were  few  in  number.  The  results  achieved  by 
way  of  nuisances  abated  and  defects  remedied  during  the  year 
are  classified  in  the  following  table  : 


Nuisances  Abated  and  Defects  Remedied 

Number 

Houses — 

Chimneys  and  stacks  repaired . 

13 

Cooking  ranges  repaired  or  renewed . 

4 

Ceiling  plaster  repaired . 

32 

Dampness  abated  . 

20 

Damp-proof  courses  provided  or  renewed 

1 

Dangerous  conditions  remedied  . 

2 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  . 

8 

Eaves  gutters  repaired  or  renewed  . 

72 

Fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed . 

9 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  . 

18 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  . 

109 

Repairs  to  water  supplies  . 

3 

Rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  renewed . 

31 

Sinks  provided  .  . 

3 

Sinks  repaired  or  renewed 

6 

Sashcords  provided  .  . 

12 

Stairs  repaired  or  renewed  . 

5 

Ventilation  provided  . 

2 

Walls  (external)  re-pointed,  etc.  . 

32 

Wall  plaster  repaired  . 

42 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed . 

44 

Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  . 

15 

Water  supply  pipes  repaired  . 

2 

Yards  and  passages  paved  or  repaired 

5 

Drainage — 

Drains  cleared  of  obstructions . 

49 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  . 

22 

Soil  ventilation  pipes  repaired  ... 

1 

Water  Closets — 

New  water  closets  provided  . 

2 

Water  closet  compartments  repaired . 

15 

Water  closets  cleansed . 

3 

Water  closet  pedestals  provided  . 

5 

Water  closet  cisterns  provided  or  repaired 

10 
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Nuisances  Abated  and  Defects  Remedied 

Number 

Dustbins — 

New  dustbins  provided . 

1,554 

Miscellaneous — 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  . 

4 

Dirty  premises  cleansed . 

1 

Contraventions  remedied  in — 

Slaughterhouses . 

1 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds . 

1 

Shops  . 

1 

Butchers’  premises  . 

2 

Food  premises  generally  . 

9 

Factories  and  workplaces  . 

3 

Bakehouses 

3 

Total 

2,170 

(2)  FOOD  CONTROL 

(a)  Meat  Inspection  at  Time  of  Slaughter 

The  quality  of  food  animals  brought  forward  for  slaughter 
at  the  Mode  Wheel  Abattoir  during  the  year  was  of  a  fairly 
high  standard,  and  a  significant  reduction  in  the  incidence  of 
disease  can  be  noted  as  compared  with  that  recorded  in  the 
previous  12  months.  The  numbers  of  cattle  slaughtered  during 
the  year  showed  a  slight  increase,  whereas  the  number  of 
sheep  and  pigs  brought  forward  for  slaughter  showed  a 
decided  decrease.  The  following  tabulated  statement  shows 
that  100  per  cent,  inspection  has  been  achieved  during  the 
year  under  review,  as,  indeed,  has  been  the  achievement  since 
slaughtering  was  re-established  following  meat  control.  The 
tabulated  statement  also  shows  the  percentage  of  animals 
affected  with  disease  and  emphasises  the  real  value  of  meat 
inspection  at  the  time  of  slaughter  : — 
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ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  AND  INCIDENCE  OF 

DISEASE 


1960 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  killed  "I 

Number  inspected  j 

3,763 

2,788 

90 

22,056 

1,954 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

— 

10 

2 

5 

2 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
condemned 

324 

329 

33 

134 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  or 
cysticerci  . 

8-6% 

12*1% 

2-2% 

0-17% 

6-9% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
condemned 

49 

70 

50 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

l-37o 

2-5% 

— 

— 

2-5% 
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WHOLE  CARCASES  CONDEMNED 


Disease 

Cows 

Heifers 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Generalised 

Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

Acute  Septic 
Pericarditis . 

1 

Bruising  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Dead  on  arrival 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Emaciation  . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Joint  Ill  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Moribund  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Oedema  . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Osteomylitis . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pyaemia  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Septic  Mastitis 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Septic  Peritonitis 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Uraemia  . 

— 

1 

' 

The  arrangements  for  the  daily  collection  and  removal  by 
contractors  of  all  diseased  and  unwholesome  carcase  meat 
and  offal  was  continued  during  the  year,  A  total  weight  of 
15  tons,  1  cwt.,  3  qrs.,  25  lbs.  was  stained  with  the  official 
green  dye  before  removal  from  the  slaughterhouse  for  proces¬ 
sing  into  fertilisers  and  animal  feeding  stuffs.  The  proceeds 
from  the  sale  of  condemned  meat  and  offal  totalled  £263  12s. 
9d.,  of  which  income  75  per  cent,  was  reimbursed  to  the 
slaughtering  firms  in  accordance  with  the  practice  agreed  some 
years  ago. 

Members  will  recollect  that  the  Report  on  Slaughterhouse 
Facilities  foreshadowed  a  cessation  of  slaughtering  at  Mode 
Wheel,  probably  during  1963.  The  reason  for  this  is  the 
proposed  ereection  of  a  model  abattoir  and  meat  market  at 
Briscoe  Lane,  Newton  Heath,  by  the  City  of  Manchester,  and 
it  is  anticipated  that  the  new  abittoir  should  be  in  use  before 
the  end  of  1963.  This  will  result  in  the  meat  inspection  service 
following  slaughter  being  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Health 
Committee,  which  members  my  feel  to  be  a  matter  of  regret. 
At  the  same  time,  it  will  also  affect  the  training  facilities  for 
Meat  Inspectors  in  this  area,  as,  for  many  years,  extensive 
training  in  this  branch  of  public  health  has  been  given  volun¬ 
tarily  and  unstintingly  by  the  Meat  Inspectors  of  your  staff. 
The  numbers  of  students  passing  through  Mode  Wheel  in 
recent  years  who  have  qualified  as  Meat  Inspectors  must  have 
made  a  considerable  contribution  to  the  fund  of  sound 
experience  in  many  parts  of  the  country. 

(b)  Examination  of  Other  Foods 

In  addition  to  the  examination  of  butchers’  meat,  the 
Department  carries  the  responsiblity  for  the  regular  inspec- 
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tion  of  all  types  of  foodstuffs  in  shops,  warehouses,  canteens 
and  factories.  Indeed  circumstances  arise  wherever  human 
food  is  prepared,  stored  or  intended  for  sale  when  its  fitness  for 
consumption  has  to  be  decided.  Invariably,  foodstuffs  found 
upon  examination  to  be  unfit  are  surrendered  by  the  food 
traders  concerned  for  destruction,  and  during  the  year  the 
following  types  of  food  were  destroyed  ; — 


Canned  Fruit  . 

Canned  Meat  . 

Canned  Vegetables . 

Canned  Fish  . 

Fresh  Meat  (Canteens) 

Fresh  Fruit  . 

Fowl  . 

Bacon  . 

Miscellaneous  . 


Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 

1  3  0  24 

2  13  0  16 

—  —  3  21 

—  —  2  12 

—  3  0  4 

1  16  3  4 

—  —  1  24 

—  1  0  21 

—  2  1  5 


Total  6  0  3  19 


(c)  Sampling  and  Testing  of  Food 

Various  articles  of  food,  drugs  and  synthetic  products  are 
made  the  subject  of  sampling  procedure  in  order  to  control  the 
quality  and  suitability  for  human  consumption  of  the  food¬ 
stuffs.  The  number  of  samples  taken  for  quality  control 
totalled  173  in  respect  of  food  and  drugs  and  66  samples  of 
milk.  Full  details  of  these  samples  will  be  found  included  in 
the  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Testing  of  ice  cream  samples  was  undertaken  in  respect  of 
52  purchases,  and  of  these  only  three  samples  were  found  to 
be  below  the  standard  for  keeping  quality,  which  reflects  a 
very  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  in  the  manufacture  of  ice 
cream  sold  within  the  Borough.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there 
were  only  three  premises  within  the  district  which  were 
registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream,  but  there 
were  189  premises  from  which  ice  cream  is  sold  by  retail  and 
in  the  vast  majority  of  cases  only  completely  wrapped  pre¬ 
packed  ice  cream  is  sold.  The  results  obtained  from  the  routine 
sampling  of  ice  cream  are  given  in  the  table  below  : — 
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Results  of  Ice  Cream  Testing 


Bacteriological  Grade  1 

Loose  ice  cream 

(manufactured  in  Stretford)  7 

Loose  ice  cream 

(manufactured  elsewhere)  .  5 

Wrapped  ice  cream 

(manufactured  elsewhere)  .  17 


2  3  4 
2—2 
1  1  1 
2  1  — 


29  5  2  3 


Two  samples  of  imitation  cream  were  satisfactory. 

Fat  Content 
More 

Chemical  than  10% 

Loose  ice  cream 

(manufactured  in  Stretford)  .  — 

Loose  ice  cream 

(manufactured  elsewhere)  .  1 

Wrapped  ice  cream 

(manufactured  elsewhere)  .  8 


9  4 


5-10% 

3 

1 


One  ice  cream  lollie  was  examined  and  found  to  be  genuine. 

(d)  Food  Premises 

The  Department  is  concerned  with  the  standard  of  con¬ 
struction  of  all  food  premises  and  this  continues  to  be  very 
satisfactory  in  respect  of  the  490  food  premises  situated  within 
the  district.  Only  occasionally  was  it  found  necessary  to  take 
prompt  and  determined  action  where  standards  of  construc¬ 
tion  of  premises  or  equipment  were  found  to  be  inadequate. 
It  has  been  felt  for  some  years  that  the  initiative  taken  by 
Health  Committee  in  awarding  Food  Hygiene  Certificates  is 
now  proving  its  value,  and  the  continued  efforts  of  the  staff  in 
inculcating  sound  principles  of  food  handling  are  also  proving 
of  real  benefit.  During  the  year  1,571  visits  and  inspections 
were  made  in  respect  of  food  premises. 

It  has  been  felt  for  some  time  that  registration  of  all  food 
premises  would  be  of  immense  help  in  the  supervision  of 
standards  of  construction  and  hygiene,  but,  so  far,  the  only 
requirements  in  respect  of  registration  in  accordance  with 
Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  relate  to  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream  and  the  preparation  of 
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preserved  foods.  At  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  there 
were  201  businesses  of  this  nature  and  it  was  evident  from  the 
193  inspections  made  that  the  operations  were  being  con¬ 
ducted  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

(e)  Promation  of  Food  Hygiene 

An  increased  number  of  visits  to  food  premises  has  made  a 
significant  contribution  during  the  year  to  the  progress  made 
by  the  Department  in  the  improved  standard  of  hygiene  in 
respect  of  storage,  preparation  or  sale  of  food.  The  actual 
number  of  visits  achieved  during  the  year  totalled  1,571  and 
many  of  these  visits  resulted  in  improved  or  extra  fittings  and 
equipment  to  enable  food  handling  to  be  conducted  on  sound 
lines. 

In  premises  where  the  general  standard  of  food  preparation 
cannot  be  criticised  there  are  occasions  when  contamination 
of  articles  of  food  is  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department. 
In  every  case  the  cause  of  the  trouble  is  carefully  investigated 
and  steps  are  taken  to  avoid  a  repetition.  During  the  course 
of  the  year,  five  incidents  of  this  nature  occurred,  and,  of 
these,  three  reports  related  to  the  introduction  of  a  foreign 
body  into  the  food,  whilst  the  remaining  two  were  concerned 
with  the  development  of  mould  due  to  failure  to  rotate  stocks. 
The  action  taken  in  four  cases  resulted  in  a  strong  warning 
letter  to  the  persons  responsible,  whilst  in  one  case  the  Food 
Hygiene  Certificate,  which  had  been  awarded  some  years 
previously,  was  withdrawn. 

(3)  PREVENTION  OF  AIR  POLLUTION 
(a)  Measurement  of  Air  Pollution 

Measuring  instruments  maintained  by  the  Standing  Con¬ 
ference  on  Air  Pollution  for  the  Region  South  West  from 
Manchester  continued  in  use  during  the  year  and  furnished 
valuable  information  in  respect  of  the  degree  of  pollution  of 
the  atmosphere  both  by  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide.  The 
immediate  aim  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956  is  to  secure  a 
significant  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  air  which  we 
breathe  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  the  gradual  reduction  in 
visible  pollution  in  this  area.  This  tendency  is  illustrated  by 
the  results  obtained  from  a  deposit  gauge  in  Trafford  Park 
which  showed  a  5  per  cent,  reduction  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year.  The  average  weight  of  grit  and  dust  deposited 
each  month  in  the  year  1954/1955  was  72.25  tons  per  square 
mile.  This  figure  has  now  been  reduced  to  41.12  tons  per 
square  mile. 

The  measurements  obtained  at  stations  within  the  Borough 
in  respect  of  weight  of  deposited  matter  and  the  activity  of 

(continued  on  Page  6g) 
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sulphur  dioxide  are  shown  in  the  tabulated  statements 
below  : — 


ESTIMATION  OF  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 


expressed  as  mgms  S03/day/100  cm2  Batch  A.Pb02 


Monthly  Results — 1960 


Month 

STATIONS 

Longford 

Park 

Lostock 

Library 

A.E.I. 

Ltd. 

Mosley 

Road 

A.E.I. 

Ltd. 

West 

Works 

Victoria 

Park 

January  . 

3-74 

4-75 

6-77 

5*32 

4-28 

February  . 

2-99 

4-27 

8-69 

5-30 

3-77 

March  . 

2-57 

3-68 

4*36 

4-22 

3-23 

April . 

1-69 

2-12 

5-42 

6-04 

1-97 

May . 

1-34 

2-21 

3*24 

2*92 

1-85 

June . 

1  04 

1-57 

5-63 

4-58 

1-10 

July . 

0-83 

1*92 

6-33 

5-90 

0*82 

August  . 

0-71 

1-17 

4-58 

5-26 

0-94 

September . 

1-29 

1  -86 

4-09 

3-98 

1-50 

October  . 

2-42 

3-74 

4-31 

3*85 

3-35 

November . 

1-76 

2*78 

6-56 

2-74 

2-21 

December  . 

3-13 

4-58 

8-08 

4-36 

3-76 
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ESTIMATION  OF  DEPOSITED  MATTER 


by  Deposit  Gauges 

Monthly  Deposits — Tons  per  square  mile 

1960 


Site 

Rain 

(ins.) 

pH 

Value 

Insoluble 

Matter 

Soluble 

Matter 

Total 

Solids 

Stretford  M.B. 

A.E.I.  Ltd.,  West 
Works 

January,  1960  ... 

4-81 

3-8 

36-07 

10-58 

46-65 

February 

1  -89 

4-1 

34-73 

7-87 

42  -60 

March  . 

0-95 

4-3 

23-12 

6-04 

29-16 

April  . 

1  -62 

4-0 

31  -57 

10-02 

41  -59 

May  . 

2-09 

4-9 

33-15 

9-25 

42  -40 

June  . 

1  'll 

4-6 

40  -26 

7-51 

47  -77 

July  . 

4-57 

3-8 

24-13 

12-08 

36-21 

August . 

5-48 

3-9 

24-36 

10-08 

34  -44 

September 

3-03 

4-2 

30  -00 

8-84 

38-84 

October . 

4*33 

4-2 

47  -97 

7-60 

55-57 

November 

4-73 

4-0 

24-72 

8-60 

33-32 

December 

2-92 

4-2 

40-70 

10-51 

51  -21 

Longford  Park 

January,  1960  . . . 

4-85 

4-0 

10-01 

6-42 

16-43 

February 

2-01 

4-0 

14-43 

3-76 

18-19 

March  . 

0-91 

4-5 

7-33 

I'll 

10-05 

April  . 

1  -54 

4*8 

8-13 

4-73 

12-86 

May  . 

2-13 

3-9 

6-49 

5-24 

11  -73 

June  . 

2-13 

4-8 

24-52 

4-95 

29  -47 

July  . 

4-57 

4-2 

6-59 

3-97 

10-56 

August . 

5-04 

4-1 

4-87 

4-47 

9-34 

September 

'i'll 

4-1 

30-95 

4-31 

35-26 

October . 

4-02 

4-1 

9-72 

4-16 

13-88 

November 

4-53 

4*6 

9-75 

6-04 

15-79 

December 

3-03 

4-2 

12-62 

5-24 

17j-86 

(b)  Industrial  Programme 

The  Department’s  register  containing  particulars  of  boiler 
plants  and  furnaces  within  the  district  shows  that  there  are 
only  three  hand-fired  boilers  burning  bituminous  coal  and 
180  steam  raising  plants  provided  with  up-to-date  means  of 
mechanical  stoking  or  automatic  operation.  Ehiring  the  year 
149  inspections  of  boiler  plant  were  undertaken  in  order  to 
exercise  close  control  over  their  efficient  operation.  Prior 
approval  for  the  installation  of  four  new  heating  pants  was 
granted,  and  the  co-operation  enjoyed  with  the  various  works 
engineers  continued  during  the  year. 
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The  work  of  preventing  pollution  of  the  air  by  smoke 
included  181  time-recorded  observations  of  emissions  from 
chimney-stacks.  The  majority  of  these  observation  proved  that 
conditions  were  very  satisfactory,  but  three  contraventions  of 
the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  Regulations  were 
recorded.  Following  a  full  investigation  into  the  circumstances 
of  each  contravention,  warning  letters  were  sent  to  the  firms 
concerned.  It  was  found  in  each  case  that  the  unwarranted 
emission  of  smoke  was  the  result  of  breakdown  and  in  one 
case  an  outbreak  of  fire  in  the  boilerhouse.  Unusual  circum¬ 
stances  of  this  nature  would  normally  be  regarded  as  reason¬ 
able  grounds  for  defence  in  proceedings  for  contravention  of 
Section  1  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

(c)  Domestic  Air  Pollution 

A  great  deal  of  effort  has  been  directed  during  the  course 
of  the  year  to  the  control  of  domestic  smoke,  and,  at  the  time 
of  preparation  of  this  report,  the  conversions  and  adaptations 
of  appliances  in  Smoke  Control  Area  No.  1  are  well  in  hand 
and  confirmation  of  the  Order  declaring  Smoke  Control  Area 
No.  2  is  expected  in  the  near  future.  The  following  tabulated 
statement  shows  the  progress  made  in  domestic  smoke  control 
and  also  the  anticipated  phasing  of  future  areas  : — 

DOMESTIC  SMOKE  CONTROL  PROGRAMME 


A.  Control  by  Tenancy  Agreements : 


Description 

Number 

Date  of  Operation 

Post-war  Council  houses  and  flats 

1,700 

1st  September,  1959 

B.  Smoke  Control  Areas  : 


Premises 

Probable  Date  of 

No. 

Location  and  Boundaries 

Total 

Council 

Private 

Houses 

Order 

Operation 

Post 

War 

Pre 

War 

1 

W.  Borough  boundary 
with  Urmston 

S.  Borough  boundary 

with  Sale 

E.  Chester  Road  and 
Barton  Road. 

N.  Urmston  Lane, 
Manor  Road  and 
Moss  Park  Road 
308  acres 

855 

453 

402 

(actual) 

3.2.60 

1.11.61 
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B.  Smoke  Control  Areas  (continued) : 


Premises 

P*ROBABLE  Date  of 

No. 

Location  and  Boundaries 

Council 

Total 

Private 

Order 

Operation 

Post 

Pre 

Houses 

War 

War 

2 

W. 

Borough  boundary 
Moss  Park  Road 

April, 

and  Manor  Road 

1961 

S. 

Urmston  Lane. 

E. 

Barton  Road  and 
Park  Road. 

N. 

Derbyshire  Lane 
and  Derbyshire 

Lane  West 

1086 

28 

— 

1058 

30.6.62 

3 

W. 

Chester  Road  and 
Barton  Road 

Jan.,  1962 

S. 

Borough  boundary 
with  Sale. 

E. 

Bridgewater  Canal. 

N. 

Edge  Lane  via 
Chester  Road  to 

Herbert  Street 
and  School  Road... 

1244 

— 

292 

952 

30.9.62 

4 

W. 

Park  Road. 

Jan.,  1963 

s. 

School  Road  and 
Herbert  Street  via 
Chester  Road  to 
Edge  Lane 

E. 

Bridgewater  Canal. 

N. 

Bridgewater  Street 
and  Derbyshire 

Lane 

753 

— 

— 

753 

30.9.63 

5 

W. 

Cheshire  Lines 
Railway. 

Jan.,  1963 

S. 

Derbyshire  Lane 
West  and 
Derbyshire  Lane. 

E. 

Park  Road. 

485 

— 

184 

301 

30.9.63 

6 

W. 

Bridgewater  Canal. 

Jan.,  1964 

S. 

Borough  boundary 
with  Sale  and 

Manchester 

E. 

Borough  boundary 
with  Manchester. 

N. 

Culvert  across 
Longford  Park, 
Longford  Brook 
via  Electric  Railway 

to  Moss  Ditch 

811 

36 

— 

282 

30.9.64 

7 

W. 

Borough  boundary 
with  Urmston. 

Jan.,  1965 

s. 

Borough  boundary 
with  Urmston  and 
Cheshire  Lines 
Railway 

N. 

Barton  Road 

969 

386 

477 

106 

30.9.65 

8 

W. 

Borough  boundary 
with  Urmston. 

Jan.,  1966 

s. 

Barton  Road  and 
Cheshire  Lines 
Railway. 

N. 

Branch  of  Ship 
Canal  Railway  and 
Barton  Dock  Road 

829 

— 

— 

829 

30.9.66 
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(4)  HOUSING  CONDITIONS 


(a)  Standard  of  Existing  Property 

The  number  of  dwellinghouses  in  the  Borough  which  were 
occupied  at  the  end  of  1960  totalled  18,632  premises.  It  can 
be  reported  that  the  majority  of  Aese  dwellings  are  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  structural  condition  as  they  are  of  modern  con¬ 
struction  and  are  provided  with  adequate  amenities  in 
accordance  with  modern  standards.  Of  the  dwellinghouses 
which  were  regarded  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  146  have 
been  represented  for  statutory  action,  and,  in  some  cases,  the 
houses  have  been  demolished  or  closed. 

It  has  been  found  necessary  to  undertake  a  continuous 
survey  of  housing  conditions  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  was 
considered  that  374  sub-standard  houses  would  require  statu¬ 
tory  action  within  the  next  four  years,  and  a  further  400 
sub -standard  houses  would  be  included  in  clearance  proposals 
during  the  ensuing  five  years.  Houses  let  in  lodgings  present 
a  special  problem  in  overcrowding,  lack  of  adequate  amenities 
and  undesirable  housing  conditions,  and  many  of  the  sub¬ 
tenants  in  these  dwellings  are  applicants  on  the  Council’s 
waiting  list  for  housing  accommodation,  which,  at  present, 
contains  1.209  families. 


(b)  Repairs  to  Dwellinghouse  Property 

The  systematic  inspection  for  housing  defects  during  the 
year  resulted  in  1,743  visits  in  repect  of  793  dwellinghouses. 
As  a  result  of  these  visits,  essential  repairs  were  carried  out 
and  public  health  nuisances  abated  with  a  view  to  maintaining 
the  standard  of  housing  accommodation  controlled  by  private 
landlords.  The  number  of  houses  made  fit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  during  the  year  totalled  414,  and  in  76  cases  the  service 
of  statutory  abatement  notices  was  found  necessary  to  secure 
needed  repairs  and  in  16  cases  the  work  had  to  be  undertaken 
by  the  Council  in  default.  The  provisions  of  the  Rent  Act, 
1957,  which  links  the  state  of  repair  to  dwellinghouse  with 
the  actual  rent  which  may  be  charged  to  the  tenant,  again 
proved  to  be  helpful  during  the  course  of  the  year  in  ensuring 
that  items  of  disrepair  were  remedied  promptly.  Applications 
for  Certificates  of  Disrepair,  however,  were  received  in  only 
limited  numbers  and  the  following  table  indicates  the  action 
taken  during  the  year  under  review  as  compared  with  the  two 
previous  years  : — 
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Applications  for  Certificates 

of  Disrepair 

1958  1959 

1960 

Applications  by  tenants 

144 

24 

13 

Decisions  not  to  issue  . 

— 

2 

2 

Decisions  to  issue . 

...  144 

22 

9 

Undertakings  given  by  landlords  . 

Undertakings  refused  by  local 

...  109 

19 

6 

authority  . 

— 

— 

— • 

Certificates  issued  .  43 

Applications  for  Cancellation 

5 

6 

Applications  by  landlords  . 

.  19 

3 

10 

Objections  by  tenants  . 

Decisions  to  cancel  in  spite  of 

3 

— 

6 

tenants’  objections  . 

— 

— 

4 

Certificates  cancelled  . 

...  18 

5 

8 

(c)  Clearance  of  Unfit  Dwellings 

The  action  taken  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  to 
secure  the  clearance  of  unfit  dwellinghouses  is  summarised  in 
the  following  table  : — 


DWELLINGHOUSES  IN  DECLARED  CLEARANCE 

AREAS 


Housing  Act,  1936 


Clearance  Area 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


No.  of  Houses 

4 

4 

11 

12 

2 


6 

7 

8 
9 

10 


Housing  Act,  1957 

59 

15 

22 

17 

70 


Total  216 


By  the  end  of  the  year  the  statutory  action  taken,  including 
the  holding  of  a  Public  Inquiry  in  respect  of  houses  included 
in  the  Borough  of  Stretford  No.  4  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order,  1959,  had  resulted  in  the  following  position  in  respect 
of  the  demolition  or  closing  of  unfit  dwellings  : — 
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1.  Unfit  dwellings  demolished 


(a)  Individual  unfit  houses  8 

(b)  Temporary  houses  on  open  spaces  .  42 

(c)  Families  re-housed  .  57 


2.  Dwellings  not  yet  demolished  but  included 
in  Closing  or  Demolition  or  Confirmed  Order 


under  Part  III  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

(a)  Closing  Orders  .  5 

(b)  Demolition  Orders  .  3 

(c)  Confirmed  Orders — Part  III  .  46 

3.  Dwellings  included  in  Oearance  Areas  for 
which  Orders  have  not  been  confirmed 

(a)  Unfit  houses  acquired  by  agreement .  10 

(b)  Clearance  Areas  awaiting  confirmation  .  96 


(5)  OTHER  FACTORS  IN  ENVIRONMENTAL 
HYGIENE 

Routine  visits  and  inspections  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
improved  conditions  of  hygiene  and  amenity  are  undertaken 
in  connection  with  many  spheres  of  daily  living.  The  Depart¬ 
ment  maintained  supervision  of  conditions  in  schools, 
factories,  shops  and  offices  during  the  year  in  addition  to 
continuing  action  in  respect  of  drainage  and  the  control  of 
household  pests. 

(a)  Control  of  Amenities  in  Various  Premises 

The  routine  visitation  of  shops  and  offices  for  the  purpose 
of  promoting  the  health  and  comfort  of  indoor  workers  was 
continued  during  the  year.  Work  under  the  Shops  Act,  1950 
accounted  for  249  visits,  whilst  30  visits  were  made  to  offices. 
There  is  a  presumptive  standard  for  such  premises  in  default 
of  any  standard  defined  by  legislation,  and  it  is  usually  found 
that  the  standard  of  amenity  exceeds  the  standard  adopted  by 
the  Department  in  most  cases.  Further  duties  in  connection 
with  shops  include  the  enforcement  of  closing  hours,  restric¬ 
tion  of  Sunday  trading  and  compliance  with  provisions 
governing  the  employment  of  shop  assistants.  In  the  case  of 
cinemas,  a  satisfactory  standard  of  amenity  is  normally 
maintained  and  the  15  visits  made  by  your  Inspectors  did  not 
call  for  any  special  action. 

Regular  inspections  of  the  25  schools  within  the  Borough 
were  continued  during  the  year,  and  39  visits  were  undertaken 
in  respect  of  sanitary  accommodation,  drainage,  the  condition 
of  yard  surfaces  and  facilities  for  washing  and  taking  meals. 
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At  all  schools  within  the  district  there  is  an  adequate  water 
supply,  good  arrangements  for  the  storage  of  refuse  and 
modern  well-maintained  sanitary  accommodation.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  there  were  three  cases  where  the  school  yard 
surface  was  not  entirely  satisfactory  and  seven  cases  where 
washing  facilities  called  for  improvement.  It  is  customary 
for  any  defects  which  are  found  to  be  reported  to  the  Borough 
Education  Officer  prior  to  school  holidays  to  enable  these 
matters  to  be  given  prompt  attention. 

The  duties  of  the  Inspectorate  with  regard  to  factories  where 
mechanical  power  is  employed  relate  to  sanitary  accommoda¬ 
tion  only,  and  during  the  year  181  visits  were  made  in  this 
connection.  A  further  22  inspections  were  carried  out  in 
workplaces  where  mechanical  power  is  not  employed  and  11 
visits  to  supervise  amenities  on  building  sites  were  also 
undertaken. 

There  was  no  change  during  the  year  in  the  types  of  busi¬ 
nesses  registered  by  the  Department  as  offensive  trades. 
Renewed  consent  was  afforded  to  carry  on  fat  melting  in  two 
premises  and  gut  scraping  in  a  third.  The  conditions  found 
during  routine  visits  indicated  full  compliance  with  bye-law 
requirements  and  no  special  action  was  found  to  be  necessary. 

Temporary  structures  used  for  human  habitation,  such  as 
tents,  vans  and  sheds,  are  controlled  by  the  Department'  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936.  No  licences  to  station  caravans  were  issued  during  the 
period  under  review  as  the  use  of  caravans  within  the  Borough 
is  only  casual.  It  was  found  necessary,  however,  to  make  47 
visits  to  inspect  caravans  stationed  for  short  periods,  and  in 
some  instances  to  require  their  removal  from  vacant  plots  of 
land. 

(b)  Drainage 

In  any  built  up  area  the  inspection  and  testing  of  drainage 
systems  is  an  important  and  continuing  responsibility  in  order 
to  safeguard  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district.  The 
Department  is  concerned  with  the  inspection  and  testing  of 
new  and  existing  drainage  systems  and  1,100  inspections  were 
made  during  the  year.  It  is  usual  for  urgent  works  of  repair 
or  reconstruction  to  be  carried  out  without  delay,  but  statu¬ 
tory  action  had  to  be  invoked  in  respect  of  63  defective  drains 
and  six  defective  sanitary  fittings  during  the  course  of  the  year. 
In  the  case  of  combined  drains  serving  two  or  more  premises, 
prompt  action  was  taken  throughout  the  year  in  accordance 
with  the  Council’s  duty  to  maintain  and  repair  such  drains  as 
occasion  demands.  This  duty  involved  the  cleansing  and 
repair  of  combined  drains  serving  60  blocks  of  property.  The 
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duty  also  carries  with  it  the  power  of  apportioning  the  expen¬ 
diture,  which  last  year  reached  £753  13s.  4d.,  between  the 
owners  of  property  deriving  benefit  therefrom. 

(c)  Pest  Control 

Action  was  found  necessary  during  the  course  of  the  year 
to  eliminate  various  household  pests,  including  cockroaches, 
bed  bugs,  fleas  and  ants,  from  premises  within  the  Borough. 
Following  the  discovery  of  household  pests  in  153  dwelling- 
houses,  the  appropriate  treatment  was  undertaken  promptly 
to  eradicate  the  insects  by  means  of  contact  inseticides.  In 
order  to  safeguard  Council  property,  arrangements  are  made 
for  the  inspection  of  the  himes  of  applicants  on  the  Council’s 
waiting  list  for  housing  accommodation  as  soon  as  they  are 
allocated  a  house  or  flat,  and  in  addition,  all  Council  houses 
and  flats  which  become  vacant  are  made  the  subject  of  inspec¬ 
tion  for  evidence  of  infestation. 

Increasing  concern  has  been  felt  in  connection  with  feral 
pigeons  which  are  growing  in  numbers  in  various  parts  of  the 
Borough,  but,  particularly,  in  the  area  of  Trafford  Park 
adjacent  to  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal.  During  the  year,  with 
the  authority  of  Health  Committee,  an  application  was  made 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  for  a 
licence  to  permit  the  use  of  stupefying  baits  in  order  to  deal 
with  the  nuisance  from  these  birds.  Although  the  application 
was  supported  by  evidence  from  16  large  firms  in  the  Trafford 
Park  area,  the  Ministry  were  unable  to  grant  the  application 
as  their  research  programme  had  not  been  completed.  It  is 
anticipated,  however,  that  powers  will  be  afforded  to  local 
authorities  in  the  near  future  in  order  to  deal  with  this  problem 
which  represents  a  real  threat  to  public  health. 

Another  important  duty  which  falls  to  the  Department  is 
the  keeping  of  the  district  free  from  rats  and  mice,  and  local 
authorities  have  for  many  years  enjoyed  strong  powers  in  this 
connection.  The  importance  of  continuous  repressive  measures 
cannot  be  over-emphasised  in  order  to  prevent  damage  to 
property,  spoilation  of  foodstuffs  and  the  possibility  of  serious 
outbreaks  of  infection.  The  following  table  indicates  the 
volume  of  work  found  necessary  in  relation  to  surface  infesta¬ 
tions  of  rats  and  mice  : — 
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SURFACE  INFESTATION 


Type  of  Property 

Premises 

Treated 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Rats 

Killed 

Mice 

Killed 

Local  Authority  . 

25 

84 

38 

31 

Dwelling  Houses . 

156 

521 

46 

218 

Agricultural  Land  . 

12 

18 

— 

48 

Industrial  Premises . 

919 

1,591 

196 

2,089 

Totals  . 

1,112 

2,214 

280 

2,386 

The  degree  of  infestation  on  the  surface  of  land  and  within 
buildings  is  related  to  the  underground  population  of  rats 
within  the  sewerage  system  and  connected  drainage  systems. 
The  size  of  the  sewer  problem  has  been  reduced  over  the 
years  by  sewer  maintenance  treatments  at  six  monthly  inter¬ 
vals.  From  the  table  shown  below  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
problem  has  now  been  reduced  to  very  small  proportions 
indeed  : — 


SEWER  MAINTENANCE  TREATMENTS 


1959 

1960 

March 

September 

March 

September 

Total  Number  of 
Manholes . 

1,991 

1,994 

1,994 

1,994 

Number  of  Manholes 
Baited  . 

68 

41 

21 

61 

Number  of  Manholes 
showing  pre-bait 
take  . 

15 

5 

Number  of  Manholes 
showing  complete 
pre-bait  take  . 

10 

13 

(d)  Public  Safety 

During  the  year  your  Inspectors  continued  the  regular 
supervision  of  installations  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit, 
petroleum  mixtures  and  carbide  of  caicium,  in  accordance 
with  the  relevent  legislation.  The  work  of  testing  underground 
tanks,  supervision  of  repairs  and  renewal  of  fittings  and 
general  examination  of  storage  installations  called  for  141 
inspections  during  the  period  under  review.  Licences  for  the 
storage  of  these  substances  were  issued  for  162  separate 
premises,  and  the  income  in  licence  fees  amounted  to 
£125  15s.  Od. 
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Prior  to  November  each  year  a  circular  letter  is  addressed 
to  shopkeepers  who  are  known  to  retail  fireworks,  making 
known  the  requirements  of  the  regulations  and  the  conditions 
which  apply  to  the  sale,  storage  and  display  of  fireworks.  As 
a  result  of  the  circulars  and  shop  inspections,  84  shop  premises 
were  registered  for  the  sale  of  fireworks.  No  applications  were 
received,  however,  for  the  storage  of  explosives. 

The  condition  of  taxi  cabs  was  again  controlled  during  1960 
by  the  examination  of  all  such  vehicles  for  road  worthiness 
prior  to  the  issue  of  the  16  licences  to  ply  for  hire  within  the 
Borough.  In  addition  to  the  issue  of  normal  licences  to  ply  for 
hire,  special  licences  were  granted  to  40  drivers  in  respect  of 
vehicles  licensed  elsewhere  than  in  Stretford.  These  special 
licences  relate  only  to  the  three  sports  arenas  in  order  to  pro¬ 
vide  an  adequate  taxi  service  on  the  occasion  of  greyhound 
racing  meetings  and  football  and  cricket  matches. 


(6)  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE 

The  volume  of  work  involved  in  collecting  house  and  trade 
refuse  within  the  Borough  can  be  judged  from  the  number  of 
bin  emptyings  and  the  weight  of  refuse  removed.  Well  over 
1 ,000,000  bin  emptyings  are  achieved  each  year  and  the  weight 
of  house  and  trade  refuse  requiring  disposal  during  1960 
reached  19,156  tons.  All  dwellinghouses  received  52  visits  in 
the  calendar  year  and  general  satisfaction  is  expressed  at  the 
regularity  of  the  collection  service  occurring  at  the  same  time 
and  on  the  same  day  of  the  week.  Statutory  holidays  were 
again  covered  by  means  of  overtime  working  on  Saturdays. 
The  dustbin  replacement  scheme  continues  to  serve  a  very 
useful  purpose  in  the  prompt  renewal  of  unserviceable  dust¬ 
bins.  The  number  of  new  bins  issued  by  the  Department 
totalled  1,554  and  this  made  a  helpful  contribution  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  service.  It  is  anticipated  that  economies  in  the 
collection  of  trade  refuse  and  more  satisfactory  arrangements 
for  its  storage  can  be  made  in  the  near  future.  Once  the 
vehicle  capable  of  emptying  bulk  containers  at  tower  blocks 
of  flats  is  obtained,  simlar  20  cubic  feet  containers  can  be 
brought  into  use  at  schools,  shops  and  commercial  premises. 

The  method  of  refuse  disposal  used  throughout  the  year 
was  controlled  tipping.  The  fully  tracked  bulldozer  continued 
to  give  very  satisfactory  results  in  this  connection  and  the 
saving  of  manpower  is  very  considerable.  The  portion  of  land 
servered  by  the  construction  of  the  Stretford/Eccles  Bypass 
at  the  southern  extremity  of  the  site  was  made  available  for 
the  reception  of  builders’  refuse  and  excavated  material 
arising  from  the  reconstruction  of  the  sewage  works  nearby. 
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The  quantities  of  salvage  recovered  during  the  year  are  shown 
in  the  table  below  : — 

Weight  Income 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Kitchen  Waste  . 

.  242 

18 

0 

1,093 

1 

0 

Mixed  Waste  Paper  . 

.  216 

8 

0 

1,622 

19 

6 

Newsprint  . 

.  38 

16 

0 

329 

16 

0 

Fibreboard  . 

.  128 

14 

1 

1,222 

15 

3 

Total  626 

16 

1 

£4,268 

11 

9 

(7)  PUBLIC  MORTUARY 

The  Public  Mortuary  adjoining  the  Tratford  Public  Hall 
was  used  on  1 1 6  occasions  during  the  year  for  the  admission 
of  bodies  at  the  direction  of  the  Lancashire  Constabulary. 
The  certified  causes  of  death  are  shown  in  the  table  below  : — 


Cause  of  Death 

Number  of  occasions 
when  Mortuary  used 

Natural  Causes . 

... 

90 

Accidental  Death  : 

Drowning  . 

...  1 

Laceration  of  the  Brain 

...  3 

Multiple.  Injuries  . 

...  1 

Crushed  Skull . 

...  1 

Fractured  Skull  . 

...  1 

Poisoning 

...  2 

— 

9 

Misadventure  : 

Toxaemia 

...  1 

1 

— 

Suicide  : 

Drowning 

2 

Coal  Gas  Poisoning . 

...  8 

Multiple  Injuries  . 

...  3 

— 

13 

Open  Verdict  : 

Coal  Gas  Poisoning . 

...  1 

Drowning  . 

...  1 

Manual  Strangulation 

...  1 

— 

3 

Total 

...  ... 

116 

(8)  Staff 

One  vacancy  occurred  during  the  year  for  a  District  Public 
Health  Inspector  and  a  suitable  applicant  was  appointed  to 
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the  post  without  undue  delay.  The  remainder  of  the  staff  was 
unchanged  during  the  year,  the  establishment  was  maintained 
at  full  strength  and  the  work  proceeded  in  a  very  satisfactory 
manner. 

At  all  times  I  have  received  helpful  and  prompt  assistance 
from  officers  in  all  other  departments  of  the  Corporation,  and, 
in  particular,  I  wish  to  place  on  record  once  again  the  full 
and  willing  co-operation  from  all  colleagues  in  the  Health 
Department.  The  continued  helpfulness  of  the  staff  and  the 
understanding  attitude  of  members  of  Health  Committee  to 
the  aims  of  the  Department  have  again  made  it  possible  to 
submit  a  satisfactory  report  of  progress. 
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